
 

NWBS Raffle Winner’s Own Story – Kim Gauntt 
I would like to extend a big "thanks" to the NW Bonanza Society. Last Christmas I was the winner in the 
NWBS raffle for a membership at the Olympic Flight Museum, located at OLM, Olympia.  Included with the 
membership was the opportunity for a ride in my choice of one of three WWII vintage fighter aircraft. 
  

The Museum had three beautifully 
restored, flying aircraft to choose from.  
A P-51 Mustang, a TBM Avenger and a 
Zero replica.  For me the choice of which 
of the three planes to ride in was not 
difficult, who would not want to have the 
opportunity for a ride in a P-51 Mustang.  
Somewhat over 14,000 P-51's were 
manufactured, and of these apparently 
less than 300 still exist and of these only 
about 145 are in flying condition. 
  
Although the raffle was held at the 
Christmas party in December, which 
unfortunately I could not attend, the 
planes only fly in the Summer and Fall 
and for obvious reasons do not fly with 
great frequency.  After several emails and 
phone calls the date of Sunday September 
7 was chosen. 
  
My wife Judy and I flew our F-35 from 

our home airport, Sportsman Airpark (2S6) in Newberg, Oregon to OLM where we were greeted by Museum 
volunteers and the "Crew" for the day of the P-51.  When we arrived the plane was already in the air giving 
another lucky person the ride of a lifetime.  The crew chief informed me that the pilot flying me would be Bud 
Grayson.  I was told by more than one of the museum personnel that Bud was an amazing pilot who could fly 
anything with a motor and wings.  Apparently, he and his son fly aerobatics at air shows in a pair of Yaks. 
  
When Bud arrived with the P-51, the sheer power of the 1600 plus HP engine could be felt as well as heard.  I 
was strapped into a parachute and helmet as well as a four-way harness and instructed in the use of the same.  I 
was told that in the unlikely case that Bud and I would have to "bail" that Bud would blow the canopy and roll 
the plane inverted and all I had to do was fall.  I assured them that although it has been over 30 years since my 
skydiving days I was pretty sure that falling would come back to me and that my experience then as now is that 
gravity always wins. 
  
Before we left the runway I knew I was in for a ride as I looked over Buds shoulder at the panel and read the 
placard " Max 10 degrees flap at 400 MPH".  When we left the runway, again the power of the plane was 
clearly evident, I have not climbed to 500 feet that fast in anything prop driven, ever.   
  



As we flew over the hills outside of Olympia, Bud asked how I felt about doing a roll, I told him to "go for it".  
I had never experienced a roll in an aircraft, I think I am hooked.  After completing the roll I told him I did not 
think my V tail would do that, he smiled and assured me that it would (and later on the ground instructed me on 
how to accomplish it, (not)).  The roll lead to a loop, the loop to something he called a loop with a 1/2 roll.  The 
last one I was not sure where we were headed when we pulled out but it was truly an awesome experience. 
  
Unfortunately, the ride was too short, or seemed to be, 30 minutes can pass very quickly at times.  As for Bud 
Grayson, his skill as a pilot was evident, his control of the plane complete and natural and I now believe what 
the others had said, he likely can fly anything. 
  
Again my thanks to the club for this once in a lifetime opportunity.  Any more raffles planned ....I still have 
checks left. 

  
Kim Gauntt, DPM 
Northwest Bonanza Society, Life Member #16.  
Bonanza F-35, N3875B 
Dundee, Oregon         
  
PS:  Here is an aviation trivia question: In the pictures, why 
the black and white stripes on the wings and belly of the P-51? 
 
Editor’s Note:  Yes we are currently negotiating for another 
Warbird raffle ride to be drawn at the 2008 Christmas party.  
The current price is $1,100 so we’re working to get a break 
from the museum again.  Watch for details right here! 

 
Orcas Island Overnight – Arranged by Eileen & Dale Hemman 
 
The Orcas Island began like so many 
other NWBS events; the weather leading 
up to the big day was perfect.  Then, as 
the evening sun began to set the evening 
before departure the clouds began to roll 
in bringing a mist of rain that cooled the 
air and began to dampen the hopes of our 
members..  
 
Saturday morning awoke with some 
improvement and members began to call 
each other sharing plans and alternatives.  
First to arrive was Sherry Smith (by 
ferry), then Howard & Nancy Johnson 
also by car ferry.  They made great 
weather observers calling the others to 
give their own opinions.  Soon the sky 
was alive with one airplane then another as Jim & Susan Dunn next arrived from Idaho, followed by Earl & 
Linda Weiner, Eileen & Dale Hemman, Jeff & Kathy Powell, John & Betty Foose then Jim Smith and the rest 
of the weekend revelers. 
 



As the day went by and people began to check in to the 
beautiful Rosario’s Resort the sun came out even more 
rewarding all for their efforts with a blazing northwest 
sunset.  By this time the entire group and other guests 
filled the second floor music hall for George Peacock’s 
piano and organ concert intermingled with the history of 
the Morans and the building and subsequent sales of the 
resort.  Can you believe all 11,00 acres and the resort 
went for just $50,000!  
 
We then were treated to a showing of the original 
Phantom of the Opera starring Lon Cheney Sr. and then 
took a tour of the library with its enormous collection of 
first editions.  Mr. Moran had every single Zane Grey 
book in his library.  Next we enjoyed cocktails on the 
enclosed veranda then moved into the main dining room for a sumptuous prime rib dinner with all the 
trimmings, and then a few more.  A few after dinner stories and then it was off for an evenings rest. 
 

The next morning we awoke 
to a beautiful clear September 
morning and managed to get a 
stroll in along the paths and 
gardens stopping here and 
there to visit with the 
abundant deer population.  
They were so tame they would 
take food right from your 
hand if you were so inclined. 
 
After a warm and friendly 
breakfast where the Weiners 
were declared the winners of 
the $35.00 bottle of NWBS 
labeled wine, we slowly began 

the shuttle back to the airport for the trip home.  As the aircraft launched into the beautiful blue mid-day sky 
toward home several people elected to continue the wonderful weekend with a stop at Roche Harbor. 
 
If you missed this fine adventure you’re really missing what the NWBS is all about; good friends, good times, 
and some great destinations! 

Upcoming Events 
Wings & Wheels Fly-in at Wenatchee Airport on Saturday October 4th.  Come join us this weekend for a 
great barbecue at the Wenatchee Airport. We have an airborne parade if any one wants to participate first. Pre 
flight briefing at 11 AM in Brian & Wendy McNeill’s hanger next to the terminal.  Parade to taxi about 11:30 
AM & fly two circuits around town in a loose string with the Miss Veedol; no formation experience 
necessary. Time about 20 minutes usually about 10 to 12 planes more the merrier. Lunch hamburger BBQ will 
follow at 1pm in McNeill’s large hangar at the North end next to the terminal. There will be an ATC speaker 
coming to give us a chat Q & A session after lunch. Then its just mingle look at planes, talk planes, and depart 
at your leisure. The Parade is fun but not mandatory by any means, the whole idea is to make noise and draw 
people to the airport. Last year Dale H. laid a stream of smoke across town! There is no charge. 
 
If you have a suggestion for a November event let John & Betty know by email at foose@nwbonanza.org. 

mailto:foose@nwbonanza.org


 
The Christmas party will be Saturday, December 13th at Eileen & Dale Hemman’s hangar in Olympia.  
Catered dinner, live entertainment, and lots of fun.  Raffle this year will be for a Warbird ride valued at 
$1,100.00.  Our door prize will be a Redline tow bar valued at $200.00 donated by Jim Thrasher. 
 
 
 
Hi all,  
  
First, I want to report to you again, in case you missed it, that we have a new Vice President, Jim and Sherry 
Smith.   They are a great asset to our organization, and we look forward to being associated with them.  Thanks, 
Jim and Sherry for stepping up to the plate.   
  
Next, I wanted to you to give you my "de-brief" on the fly-in to Orcas Island. The enroute weather was not 
as clement as it could have been, but it worked for all the couples that flew into Eastsound.  The weather at 
Eastsound was easy VFR by the time Betty and I arrived at 3PM. 
  
We checked into Rosario’s Resort, and met at 5 PM to hear the lecture about the History of Rosario’s including 
some period photos, and a terrific pipe organ serenade then met for adult beverages, and had a great dinner.   
  
We met Sunday morning for brunch, and by mid-morning there was a lot of blue sky at the airport as some of us 
gathered to head for home while other elected to stay a while.  Unfortunately, the destination weather wasn't as 
good as Orcas for some of us; Betty and I filed IFR to return to Paine Field.   As luck would have it, by the time 
we arrived, the airport had turned VFR, but we did the approach anyway....good practice.    Our newest life 
members, Jim and Susan Dunn were able to join us, flying in from Coeur d’ Alene Idaho.   
  
I want to remind everyone of the next fly-in on October 4th, the Wings and Wheels BBQ at Wenatchee.  You 
can get some info at:  HTTP://spiritofwenatchee.org  The flying tour around town starts at 11:30 AM, so plan to 
be there before then.  
  
We already have a couple events planned for next year, and Dale and Eileen are currently working on a 
really nice sounding one to Oregon; details to follow as they unfold.    
  
If any of you made it back to Lexington for the ABS convention, please send me any details and photos for your 
next newsletter, if you would.   
  
Well, I think that about wraps it up for this month, and keep in mind the NWBS is always open for suggestions 
for a fly-in, and impromptu get-togethers are often a lot of fun, so share.      
  
Thanks,  John and Betty 
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