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Eastsound, WA— (ORS) 

Jim Posner , Kari Sep-

panen, and Vera Martino-

vich heading home from 

Orcas Island over the San 

Juan Islands. Photo taken 

by Sandy Haughton 

Eastsound, WA— (ORS) The first fly-in for 2008 came of without a hitch. On 

February 16th, seven airplanes carrying 13 anxious aviators made their way to 

the Eastsound airport on Orcas Island and enjoyed a great day of catch-up 

chatter and camaraderie at Portofino Pizza. The  food was great and the 

company awesome. As we emerge from a less than friendly flying winter ex-

pect a few more of these impromptu fly-ins, fly-outs, or flyovers…..whatever 

they’re called it was a great day of flying and a splendid use of avgas.   
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George Luck Returns 

Landing Gear Discipline                                                                     
After reviewing Tom Turner's accident list in his Web Page, I am concerned about the apparent 
reduction in landing gear operation discipline among Beechcraft pilots, and I am motivated to 
share some of my thoughts with you on the subject.  First, no pilot, no matter how senior he of 
she may be, is exempt from this discipline requirement.  We must all strive to adopt and rigor-
ously self-enforce the landing gear discipline rules that I am about to share with you.  Second, 
we must not allow ourselves to slide into the self-defeatist attitude of, "there are those who have 
and there are those who will…." 

In the maintenance areas, we should ensure that the landing gear is serviced, maintained and 
inspected during the annual or 100 hour inspections by Beechcraft knowledgeable mechanics 
and inspectors.  Are all ADs complied with?  Check the condition of the tires and their inflation, 
strut service height and brake wear. 

During takeoff, do not retract the landing gear until you are safely airborne with a positive rate 
of climb.  If you have a 14-volt model, them your landing gear will be much slower to retract and 
the aerodynamic drag will be higher until the landing gear doors close.  Be sure that you check 
the gear up light on.  If a main gear strut went flat on takeoff, the strut will most likely not ex-
tend during retraction, and the tire will not fit into the wheel well.  The gear motor will stall out 
and the landing gear circuit breaker will pop.  If this happens, place the landing gear switch to 
the down position and reset the circuit breaker and then land very carefully because the af-
fected main landing gear strut will be bottomed out. 

It is a good idea to practice manual landing gear extension -- especially if you have never done 
so, or if you haven't done so recently.  It is best to have a safety observer to help watch for traf-
fic.  Be sure that you use the checklist for manual extension, and also use the checklist for land-
ing retraction after practice manual extension.  Count the hand crank revolutions -- you should 
have 50 to 51.  You should crank until you crank to a mechanical stop.  If you have had an elec-
trical failure, try to save some of the battery power to activate the gear down lights after manual 
extension. 

During instrument operations, it is best to standardize your procedures -- especially the point at 
which you extend and check the landing gear.  If you are flying an approach from a remote final 
approach fix (FAF), extend the landing gear when you leave the FAF and start your descent to 
the minimum altitude.  If the FAF is at the airport, and you are proceeding out for a procedure 
turn for course reversal, then when you have "course guidance" on the inbound course, extend 
and check the landing gear.  If you are being vectored onto final approach, then extend and 
check your landing gear when you begin your final descent. (continued on page 3) 
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Landing Gear Discipline (continued from page 2) 

For visual landing patterns, if you enter on a 45-degree entry or on downwind leg, extend and check the 
landing gear when you are on the downwind leg opposite the touchdown point.  If you have to extend the 
downwind leg for traffic, extend the landing gear anyway and add power -- don't interrupt your normal 
habit pattern.  If you enter the visual pattern from an extended base leg or on a straight-in final approach, 
extend the landing gear at least two miles out from the runway.  If you have extended the gear earlier to 
aid in your descent to the traffic pattern altitude, then leave the gear down and add power as necessary 
(about 20-21 inches MP in a F33A to fly at 105 KIAS with the gear down). 

After gear extension, always execute a before landing checklist.  One that I use in my H-35 is: 

Belts  ON 

G Fuel  FULLEST MAIN 

U Gear  Down, 3 GREEN 

M Mixture SET 

P Prop  FULL 

Flaps  DOWN 

Airspeed 68 KIAS 

I have the checklist posted near my airspeed indicator and formally execute it after every gear extension.  
You may have to modify this checklist for your own model -- consider carburetor heat, airspeed, speed 
brakes etc.  I also recommend that you recheck the landing gear on final approach for each visual or in-
strument pattern. 

During the landing, attempt to line up with the runway centerline, on approach speed + 1/2 of the gust 
and on a three degree glide path.  If there is a VASI or PAPI then follow it.  If there is a crosswind, then kill 
the drift and eliminate the crab angle just before or during the landing flare.  Reduce the power during the 
landing flare so that you touch down on the main gear first with a gentle sink rate.  Do not land on the 
nose gear first -- if you get into a nose to main gear porpoise, then go around. 

After landing, you should clear the runway at the nearest taxiway commensurate with speed.  Do not at-
tempt a high-speed turn that could place a high side load on the landing gear.  After clearing the runway 
hold line, come to a stop (traffic permitting), identify the flap handle, call out "flaps identified" and raise 
the flaps.  Remember, in the older Bonanzas, the flap handle is on the left side of the instrument panel -- 
in the later models, the handle is on the right side.  If you are at a stop, the gear squat switch should pro-
tect you if you inadvertently raise the gear switch.  However, if you are in a fast taxi speed while exiting 
the runway and bouncing over tar seams, and inadvertently raise the gear switch, the nose gear may re-
tract and drop the airplane on the prop (ouch). 

After a long hard flight through thermal turbulence or in solid weather, your fatigue, dehydration and 
slight hypoxia tend to defeat your normal landing discipline.  It is during this time that you must call on 
all of your resources to skillfully accomplish things like LANDING GEAR DISCIPLINE! 

About the author: George Luck is retired from both the USAF and Boeing.  He is an adjunct instruc-

tor for Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, and he is a flight instructor for the ABS' BPPP.  He is a NAFI 
Master CFI.  He can be reached at phone: (425) 337-2128 or e-mail: george.luck@verizon.net 



 

President’s Message 
                

               After a long wet winter we’re finally getting some flyable weather.  I don’t know about you but my 

airplane has only moved three times since Thanksgiving, not a record I hope to repeat. 

 As you know we’re pretty loose on the schedule as we wait for weather, so bear with us as we look 

for a good weekend to exercise our airplanes.  If someone has someplace they would like us to visit on 

short-notice, let us know.  If not, we may have an open house and grill some burgers here in Olympia.  

Based on sound advice from Bill Stoelt we’ll push the Lynden fly-in back  into April when the tulips are 

out. 

 We did a bit of a respite though for the impromptu fly-out to Orcas Island, and I would especially 

like to say thanks to Doug and Sandy Haughton for putting it together with just a couple of days notice.  

Of course Doug is always looking for an excuse to fly and the only thing he likes better is dragging a few 

NWBS friends along. 

 I would also like to thank everyone who showed up at the Northwest Aviation Conference & 

Tradeshow in Puyallup, especially Mike Thompson and John Foose who really represented the club well by 

putting on a maintenance seminar.  We added new life members at the show, Bob Stump & Pam Schreck 

(#102) of Kent, WA and Will & Becky Harris (#103) from Enumclaw.  Welcome to both of these proud V-

tail owners.  

 Speaking of membership, we’re getting to the point where we can concentrate more on providing 

great service to our members and focus a bit less on recruiting.  I don’t see it as a goal to become the larg-

est regional society, rather, one that has a great time with good friends. To that end we will be encourag-

ing our annual members to switch over to life membership when their memberships expire.  We’ll offer 

some incentive by crediting one year of annual membership ($25.00) toward the upgrade, thereby making 

a renewal for life available for $75.00. This will benefit you as a member because you won’t have to renew 

each year and it will be a lot more fun for us because we would really rather help plan events than make ID 

cards, update and re-post expiration dates, send reminders, and do all the admin stuff. 

 By the way, treasurer Fred Bassett reports that our financial coffer is  in great shape with 100% of 

the life memberships invested with good interest rates.  Our annual memberships, now called “trial mem-

berships”, are in a money market account with the funds available as needed. 

 Our operating costs are very small since we do everything online except for mailing membership 

credentials, which is our primary expense.  So far all of our events have been revenue neutral, so we con-

tinue to meet our goal of financial self-sustainment with events that don’t cost a lot of money to enjoy. 

 I hope each of you will get out as often as possible to enjoy your club with us.  It’s really a treat to 

see each of you at our events. 

            Dale W. Hemman 

dale@nwbonanza.org Is it  IFR or did 

my smoke system 

go kaflooey ??? 
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Club Officers and Directors 

 

President, Dale & Eileen Hemman 

dale@nwbonanza.org 

Vice President, John & Betty Foose 

foose@nwbonanza.org  

Treasurer, Fred & Dianne Bassett 

fbassett@nwbonanza.org 

Secretary, Doug & Sandy Haughton 

haughton@nwbonanza.org 

Frank Lloyd, Director 

flloyd@nwbonanza.org 

Chep Gauntt, Director 

beechday@nwbonanza.org 

Jim Posner, Director 

cptjim@nwbonanza.org 

 

 

 

Thank You, 

Doug Haughton,  

                editor 

Saturday April 5th, Siletz Bay 

Siletz Bay, Oregon—(S45) We will meet 
for a noon lunch at the Sidedoor Café 
which is just a short walk from the air-
port. After kicking tires and a little han-
gar flying at the airport, proceed down 
the entry road leading into the airport 
and cross (the sometimes busy) main 
road. The Sidedoor Café will not be visi-
ble until you scale the bank across the 
road. The food will be worth the walk, 
avgas, and risk of life and limb. 

For those hearty souls wanting a bit 
more exercise there is an outlet type mall 
within walking distance, or you can 
walk to the beach if you’re overly ambi-
tious and feel the need to shed a few 
more calories from the great lunch. 

 

 

 

 

Confessions of a Newsletter Editor 

Poulsbo, WA— Okay, here’s the deal. For 

those with at least a little memory remain-

ing you’ll recall that in last month’s newslet-

ter I promised you an entirely new format to 

the March newsletter. Well, I’ve likened this 

newsletter creation process to my first few 

hours of helicopter training several years 

ago…..trying to hover. By watching others it 

seemed remotely possible, but as hard as I 

tried it wouldn’t work for me. Yes, I did fi-

nally received my private and commercial 

rotorcraft licenses. So, instead of promising 

you anything, simply stay tuned to see if I 

can master this thing called a compewter 

that nevar makes misteaks and always does 

egzactly what its told.  

Saturday, May 3rd 

Butchart Gardens tour.  

www.butchartgardens.com 
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