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Hi Folks,

As I sit here the day before Thanksgiving, I think of all that we have to be grateful for in this
country of ours; not the least of which are these wonderful machines that we fly.  I know some of us
didn’t get in as much flying this year as we would have liked, but the rising price of gas, bad
weather, circumstances, etc.,  have all contributed to our flying less, and not just the NWBS, but
nationwide.   Here is hoping that next year will bring better times economically and better weather
so that we can do more flying and not less.

I also have some sad news:   Due to the late date at which the Christmas party planning got started,
which caused conflicts with members who have other commitments on the available dates, the party
has been cancelled.   Dale has said that he and Eileen would like to host a fly-in this spring which
would include those things we normally have at the Christmas party, that is, music, a great meal and
camaraderie.

During this Holiday Season, please keep our Service men and women in your thoughts and prayers;
and when you see someone in uniform,  please thank them for their service.

Well, that is about it for this time and I will end with a little joke I just heard:

 I love Christmas lights. They remind me of the people who voted for (put in the name of your un-
favorite politician)

They all hang together; half of them don't work, and the ones that do, aren't that bright!!

See you, and Have a Happy Thanksgiving,
Regards,
John and Betty



Michael Thompson, NWBS mem-
ber, NWBS Technical Writer and
owner of AvstarAircraft of Wash-
ington at his booth at the ABS
convention in Las Vegas, NV.

Below, NWBS member, Rich
Jones receives technical advice
from Mike.

Have a technical question for Mike?
Contact him at www.avstarair.com or send
your question to me
Pink.Bonanza@Frontier.com and I will get
your question and his answer published in
the NWBS Newsletter.

Stephanie



Once again, a warning about “This time of year”.
by Michael Thompson

Nope, not referring to runway incursions with a sleigh being pulled by reindeer, but that ice thing.  All of
you are surely aware that the ice forming on the exterior of your bird is a good reason not to fly until it is
addressed.  But on the same temperature idea, a nice day that sounds like a good time for that $100 burger
could cause a bit of problem, even for hangared aircraft.

Although you may have a hangar to keep your bird inside during the winter, I encourage you to check just a couple of things next
time we are well above freezing.

Drain holes.  Simple enough to check, and if plugged or clogged, moisture can be trapped.  If we are talking about the belly drains, we
may only mean maybe a gallon (or two) of water.  OK, 16 pounds probably in the CG range, and it probably won’t affect any cables or
pulleys.  (That’s sarcasm, folks.)  How about if it was in the tail or even a cup of it in a control surface?

I encourage you to check this potential problem area before there is an issue.  Move the ailerons and elevators / ruddervators up and
down, and the rudder side to side; even if you do not hear any ‘sloshing’, take a plastic straw and poke it into any low-point holes to
make sure they are not plugged with debris – can lead to moisture - which, if enough can cause an immediate balance problem, if not
corrosion in the future.  And, as long as you are at it, check those belly and aft fuselage drains also!

Note:  Many of the older aircraft in our fleet do not have many, if any drain provisions other than gaps in the assembled joints.  If in
doubt, check with your A&P about adding a few strategically located holes.



We had a crowd estimated in the 60 plus range at our home yesterday (Sunday, 11/6) afternoon for my Mom’s Celebration of Life.
Promptly at 3:30 PM (plus or minus a second) four airplanes in tight formation appeared overhead to the cheering crowd who had
gathered in the driveway. From our perspective it would be very difficult to suggest improvements. The spacing looked perfect on
each pass. I have to agree that the time between passes seemed a bit long, but the outside temps were a bit on the cool side which
probably added to this.

The positioning and timing for the best viewing was spot on. While I realize that there is no such thing as a perfect flight, from our
perspective it was perfect in every respect. There is no doubt in my mind that Mom was watching, impressed, and honored. You made
Mom proud.

All the best,

Doug Haughton, friends, and family.

In Memory of a Pilot Mother



Marilois “Mel” (Haughton) Johnson died at the age of 87 on October 27, 2011 at
Hospice of Kitsap County Care Center in Bremerton, Washington.

     Mel was born in Seattle, Washington on March 23, 1924 to H. Wade & Lois LeRoy. She
graduated from Concrete High School in Concrete, WA in 1941, later residing in Randle,
WA and then Tacoma, WA, where she and her first husband Lonnie E. Haughton raised
their family. While residing in Randle, Mel worked as a licensed practical nurse at Morton
General Hospital in Morton, WA.

     After graduating in 1970 from the first nursing program at Olympic College, Mel worked
as a registered nurse and Director of Nursing until her retirement in 1986. She loved to fly,
earning her private pilot license in 1978, and was also an accomplished motorcyclist. After

retirement she enjoyed many hobbies including miniatures, jewelry-making, and beading.

      Mom was preceded in death by her mother & father, brothers Hubert LeRoy and Rocky LeRoy, first husband Lonnie E. Haughton,
and daughter Lisa (Haughton) Wischhoefer.

     Survivors include her children, Lonnie Haughton (Maribeth) of Mill Valley, California, Doug Haughton (Sandy) of Poulsbo,
Washington, Gerald Haughton (Denise) of Fancy Gap, Virginia, and Sue Vanden Bos (Roger) of Port Orchard, Washington.

     Mel is also survived by ten grandchildren, 17-1/2 great-grandchildren, many adored nieces, nephews and cousins, and many more
family and friends across the United States and throughout the world.

The Northwest Beechboys: Lead Jim Posner, Wingmen - Ken VanWinkle, Kari Seppanen and Rich Jones



Effective Date: 0901 UTC, December 15, 2011. The Director of the Federal Register approves this incorpo-
ration by reference action under 1 CFR part 51, subject to the annual revision of FAA Order 7400.9 and
publication of conforming amendment

The FAA is amending 14 CFR part 71 to modify the Seattle, WA, Class B airspace area. This action (de-
picted on the attached chart) reduces the overall size of the Seattle Class B airspace by approximately 194
square miles and incorporates two different ceiling altitudes. The rule expands the eastern Class B boundary
to ensure containment of turbojet aircraft, but eliminates unnecessary outer (arrival route) wings that cur-
rently extend to 30 NM. Where possible, certain Class B boundaries are aligned with existing VORTAC and
geographical features resulting in improved boundary definition.

Modification of Class B Airspace; Seattle, WA

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2011-10-25/pdf/2011-27367.pdf



Are you looking for an activity to get you in the holiday spirit?

Volunteering at Christmas House in Everett is just what you need!

This year, consider giving the valuable gift of your time. You can volunteer for as little as one shift or many. In order to serve the estimated 3,500
families, they need help from 50 volunteers during each of the December shifts when families select gifts. In addition, many more helpers are
needed on move-in day (Nov. 26th), set up (Nov. 27-30) and move-out day (Dec. 26th). Check the Christmas House website www.christmas-
house.org for more details. Let’s make the childrens’ holiday spirit soar!



Real or Cartoon?


