
 

Change is a word the politicians seem to love and everyone else hates.  Nonetheless, change is something we all 
have to deal with and the NWBS is no exception.  We begin this month’s newsletter with a whole slew of 
changes to our organization. 
 
The first is the switch in presidents.  Betty & John Foose have taken over for our founding presidents, Eileen & 
Dale Hemman.  The Hemmans will now take on the roll of Secretary to the club replacing Doug & Sandy 
Haughton who have relinquished those duties. 
 
Since John & Betty are moving up from the vice president position they will be looking for a replacement for 
that job.  The idea is that after about two years we should shuffle positions so nobody gets burned out and we 
have a constant flow of fresh ideas.  With that in mind, if you might be interested in the VP slot with an eye 
toward becoming president a couple of years down the road contact Betty or John at foose@nwbonanza.org.  
 
You may notice a different style of newsletter and that’s because you also have a new newsletter editor.  I am 
Vincent J. Vitale, known to my friends as “Vinnie”.  My mother calls me Vince or (unless she’s upset, then it’s 
Vincent) & my father calls me Joe so that works too. I made the mistake of volunteering so I hope you’ll bear 
with me as I learn how to do this.  I don’t know how many events I’ll be able to make so I especially welcome 
your input, stories, and photos.  Please send them to vinnie@nwbonanza.org.   In the meanwhile bear with me. 
 

Gold Beach Fly-In - Thanks to Chris & Sandy Fosse 
 
When we first got up and looked 
outside the weather didn’t seem very 
promising at all.  After a call to FSS we 
still weren’t sure our planned flight to 
Gold Beach was going to be a piece of 
cake.  Still, we went out and jumped in 
the airplane for the hour and a half 
flight.  The ceiling was high enough for 
VFR even though we did have rain 
showers so we decided to climb 
through a hole.  At 8,500 feet the 
clouds were all below us and as soon as 
we neared Astoria the sky all along the 
coast began to open up.  By the time 
we got to North Bend there wasn’t a 
cloud in the sky. 
 
As we taxied up to parking at Gold 
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Beach, we saw there were already six Bonanzas on the ramp.  It looked like there were a few other people ready 
to get away from dreary Washington weather as well.   
 
After walking around the town we settled into our hotel, Jot’s Resort, and rested up before dinner.  We met up 
with other NWBS members then had a few toasts to the great weather in southern Oregon. 
 
Sunday morning we had to do with muffins from the lobby because we learned the restaurant doesn’t open until 
3:30 PM.  No problem the jet boat tour provided a lunch as part of the package and as you can see from the 
photo every seat (and belly) was filled. 
 

 
 
It was with more than a little regret that 
we climbed back into the airplane and 
said farewell to both Gold Beach and 
the great weather that once again came 
to an end around Astoria. 
 
If you missed this trip be sure to 
include it in your plans on your own 
sometime.  Of course it’s always more 
fun with our fellow club members 
though.  In fact a few of us were talking 
about seeing if we can put a similar trip 
together next year but at Pacific City 
instead.  Pacific City is also on the 
Oregon coast just about 12 miles from 
Tillamook.  They have a good hotel and 
the town and beach are within walking 
distance.  The only disadvantage is that 
the runway is only 2400 feet long. 
 
By the way, all three of these photos were taken enroute to at and from the NWBS Gold Beach fly-out weekend. 
 

Formation Flying Clinic Cancelled 
- Replaced with Friday Harbor lunch fly-in - 

The formation flying clinic originally scheduled for the weekend of August 15, 16, and 17 has been cancelled 
due to a lack of participation.  We only had two people signed up so host Jim Posner decided to cancel it and 
replace it with a fly-in to Friday Harbor.  The FHR fly-in will be on Saturday, August 16th.  After landing at 
the airport walkover to the restaurant on the west side of field for lunch at 1:00 PM.  It’s right by the FBO.  
Contact Jim Posner at captainjim@nwbonanza.org for more details. 



Upcoming Events 
 
Don’t forget the exciting events that are planned for the rest of the year.  Plan early and let the host know if you 
plan to attend. 
 
There is an overnight in the planning stages for Orcas Island & Rosario’s on Saturday & Sunday, 
September 20th & 21st, 2008.  We still have to firm up the details but we’ll get them out to you as soon as I 
have them or Betty & John will get them to you by email.  If you are interested in going let Eileen & Dale 
Hemman know as soon as possible by email (dale@nwbonanza.org) so we can make sure it will be worth the 
effort.  We can’t do this one if we just have a few people. 
 
The next scheduled event is the Wings & Wheels Fly-in at Wenatchee Airport on Saturday October 4th.  
Last year we had a pig roast but this year it will be a hamburger barbecue.  It’s the getting together that we go 
for though and I’ve been told last year’s event was fun for everyone.  Again, watch the website, this newsletter 
and for email from the president for more information. 
 
The November event hasn’t yet been set.  If you have a suggestion for November let John & Betty know by 
email at foose@nwbonanza.org. 
 
The Christmas party will be Saturday, December 13th at Eileen & Dale Hemman’s hangar in Olympia.  It 
will be a catered dinner with live entertainment, drawings for valuable gifts, and lots of fun.  Last year the club 
gave away a Redline tow bar, $50.00 in cash, and several smaller gifts.  We also had a raffle for a Warbird ride 
or $600.00 in cash that was awarded to Kim Gauntt.  No word yet on if there will be a raffle this year. 
 
Congratulations to NWBS members 
Stephanie Allen & Rich 
Jones of Mukilteo, WA 
for winning the Grand 
Champion 
Contemporary, “Gold 
Lindy award for her 1969 
Cessna 172K. 
 
Once your aircraft has won the Gold 
Lindy it is done with competition. 
The Gold Lindy is the top trophy and the Vintage Aircraft Association of 
EAA will not award an equal or lesser trophy to any award winning aircraft. that was designated as the grand 
champion at Oshkosh 2008. 
 
Stephanie & Rich as a couple, have three Lindy trophies between them. Their J35 Bonanza won the Grand 
Champion Contemporary in 1996 and the third was the Silver Lindy (Reserve Grand Champion) on the 
Skyhawk last year. We are not aware that any couple has ever 

accomplished this feat. 



 
 
 

Hello Everyone,   
  
Well here it is almost a month since Betty and I took over the reins of the NWBS.   Just as 
expected, the world is still turning.   We have had some good luck and bad luck weather wise.   
For us, we went to Oshkosh for the big EAA convention, and had tailwinds all the way, and 
mostly good weather too!    As luck would have it, we had tailwind/crosswinds coming home.    
  
Unfortunately, when it came time to fly down to Gold Beach on Saturday the  9th,  the weather 
here in the Puget Sound was  nasty, but along the coast, it was clear.   Go figure.   I would like 
to have some recommendations for a fly-in in Eastern Washington, Idaho, or another stab at 
Oregon?  As you know, there is an "East Side, West Side" kind weather pattern we live in here, 
and I believe as your president,  we need  to do some stuff on the East Side too.   The 
weather didn't cooperate when we wanted to go to  Chip and Kay Gaunts fly-in,  and now is the 
time we could  try  another fly-in  to   somewhere in  Eastern Washington.    
  
We have tried to accommodate our members by making our fly-ins easy, that is, just a one day 
affair.   What thinks the membership if we from time to time have a fly-in that is a one day that 
can be converted to an overnighter??    For those who come from Idaho to West. Wash, an 
option of an overnighter might be a good idea.     
  
Also, we would like to know if any NWBS members are planning to attend the ABS 
convention in Lexington, Kentucky, in September.  If so, please give me a call or send an email 
message.  We are trying to decide whether there might be enough people to warrant utilizing the 
free vendor booth that the ABS has offered. 
  
Well,  hopefully  this message  will generate some feed back to help direct us to where our 
members want to go.     We do have a couple planned already and we will keep you posted.  
 
Thanks,  John and Betty 
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