
President’s Message 

Congratulations NWBS members for making our first two events of 2013 

resounding successes.  I have to admit that I was worried we were in our old 

pattern of that good planning overcome by bad weather but pushing the Olympia 

April brunch back by a week did the trick.  The weather at the Sun River fly-in 

just couldn’t have been better and the turnout for both was beyond what we had 

hoped for. 

 

I must say it’s a real treat to be able to get together with fellow Beech nuts and 

just visit.  For those of you who haven’t been able to join us we don’t just talk 

airplanes and flying.  It seems that even though we come from diverse 

backgrounds our common thread of understanding how special Beechcraft are 

weaves its way into the fabric of everything else we do.  No matter what our 

profession or avocation is or was, we seem to have a commonality of doing or 

having done it well. 

 
It’s also nice to be able to get away from our daily work world and share 

somebody else’s experiences and perspectives. Whether it’s a learning 

experience or just a time of sharing amusing stories, as they say, it’s all good. 

 

Our next couple of planned events should be both informative and fun.  First off, 

many thanks to NWBS members John Atchison of Soloy Aircraft’s avionics 

facility and Pat Atchison, recently retired from same for working with Garmin 

Avionics to put together this fine event on Saturday, June 15
th
 at Soloy Aviation 

in Olympia (KOLM). 

 

Wayne McGee from Garmin will bring in some avionics simulators for our 

members to get the feel of.  Wayne plans to offer an interactive seminar both 

giving information and answering questions and then turn us loose on all the 

Garmin goodies.  They’ve asked me to slip my airplane into the Soloy hangar 

and we’ll have the APU on it so you can see what the equipment looks like in 

the airplane panel, not just on the table. This is your opportunity to twist knobs 

or swipe screens as you prefer without having to buy the equipment first. 

 

If you plan to attend please let Pat Atchison know by email 

(sundowner15@comcast.net) so he can make sure there are enough supplies 

and refreshments on hand for everybody.  We’ll post times and directions on the 

events page of the website and we’ll also send you reminders by email as we 

get into the week leading up to Saturday, June 15
th
. 

 

Our July event is a trip to Salem, OR (KSLE) ON EITHER Saturday July 13
th
 or 

Saturday July 20
th
. We’ll meet at the Flight Deck Restaurant on the field for 
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…Garmin Avionics..event 

on June 15
th

 at Soloy 

Aviation in Olympia… 
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lunch and we’ll have a 12-passenger van that will shuttle back and forth between 

there and the Woodburn Outlet Mall. Remember, Oregon has no sales tax so if 

you buy enough stuff you can pay for your fuel!. 

 

Our August event is also a departure from the kind of fly-ins we’ve had in the 

past. Spanaflight at KPLU will be hosting the BPPP service clinic and because of 

their generosity and commitment to the NWBS will host a barbecue on the 

Saturday of the event (August 10
th
) at 2:00 PM for NWBS members. You will 

need to schedule and pay in advance for the service clinic but the barbecue is 

free to NWBS members. 

 
Finally, I mentioned that I would show some before and after photos of my bare-

metal-up interior refurbishment and here they are. The two Garmin AERA 500 

GPS units mounted on the backs of the front seats get their information from the 

Garmin GTN 750 in the panel so they don’t have to ask for ETAs and ETEs, they 

can also touch the screen to identify local features such as terrain and towns. 

Happy Flying! Dale and Eileen Hemman 

 

 

President’s Message continued 

Our August event…Spanaflight 

at KPLU will be hosting the 

BPPP Service Clinic. ..NWBS 

will host a BBQ on Saturday, 

August 10
th

 free to members. 

“Please let us know your choice 

by June 30th. Don’t wait, just let us 

know right away so you won’t 

forget.” 
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More Summer Fly-In Destinations 
 

We’re seeking your input for additional Summer and Fall fly-in destinations. 

Please look over the airports below and choose which you would like to have 

us visit. Then email dale@nwbonanza.org with your preference. We’ll look at 

all the responses and inform you of the arrangements well in advance. 

 

Washington 
Burlington – (KBVS) Lunch at Kitty Hawk Café 

Hoquiam – (KHQM) Lunch at Lana’s Café  

Wenatchee – (KEAT) Lunch at the “Café at Airport” 

 

Oregon 
Salem – (KSLE)  

Any ideas? 
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Here are some pictures from the Sun River Fly In. 

 

 

Sun River Fly In  
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Erik Utter and son. 

Left to right: 

Eileen Hemman, 

Denise and Pat 

Atchison, Earl and 

Jolynda Miller. 



  

 

Sun River continued… 
 

NTSB Report of  Interest: Fuel 
 

On April 28, 2012, at 0958 Pacific daylight time (PDT), a Hawker Beech V35B 

airplane, N2841W, lost engine power during flight and the pilot landed the 

airplane on a road near Coalinga, California. The private pilot was operating 

the airplane under the provisions of Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 

91. The airplane sustained substantial damage. The pilot and three 

passengers were not injured. Visual meteorological conditions prevailed and 

no flight plan was filed. The pilot departed from Sacramento Executive 

Airport, Sacramento, California, about 0905 PDT. 

Editor’s Note: This report has been edited for brevity. It is for educational purposes 

only and is not intended as a criticism of the pilot involved. 

Sameer Nene and 

Family 



  
NTSB Report of  Interest Continued 
 

According to the pilot, approximately 8 miles from his destination he heard a 

change in engine power. He switched from the left fuel tank to the right fuel 

tank and monitored the fuel flow. The engine momentarily regained power, but 

then the fuel flow continued to decrease until the engine lost power. 

Throughout the loss of power, the pilot continued to switch the fuel selector 

back and forth between the fuel tanks until the engine lost full power. The pilot 

then landed the airplane on a road. During the landing, extension of the landing 

gear was delayed and the right main landing gear and nose landing gear 

collapsed upon touchdown. The pilot indicated that the airplane was not at an 

altitude where a restart could be conducted. Examination of the fuel of the 

accident site showed minimal fuel in the left tank and approximately 20 gallons 

in the right tank. An NTSB investigator examined the wreckage following the 

accident. The engine was test run using an external fuel source and no 

anomalies were identified. Examination of the fuel tank vents revealed that they 

were free of obstruction. There were no pre-impact anomalies identified that 

would have resulted in a loss of engine power. 

And….. 

 

The airplane (an F33) had been fueled and then flown for about 3.25 hours 
prior to landing at a private airstrip. After dropping off a passenger, the pilot 
departed from the private airstrip and was en route to a nearby airport when the 
engine experienced a total loss of power. The pilot performed a forced landing 
into a reservoir, which resulted in substantial damage to the ailerons. The 
airplane was recovered from the reservoir, and about 20 and 12 gallons of fluid 
were drained from the right and left wing fuel tanks, respectively. The fluid from 
the right tank was determined to be aviation fuel; however, the fluid from the 
left tank was determined to be water only and void of fuel. The fuel selector 
was selected to the left tank. The postaccident examination revealed no other 
anomalies that would have precluded normal engine operation. 

The NTSB determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be: A total loss 
of engine power due to fuel starvation, as a result of the pilot's improper fuel 
management. 

Aircraft: BEECH F33A, registration: N833 

Injuries: 1 Minor. 

 

Bill Stoelt’s Bonanza and Ercoupe 

 



 
 

Post Flight 

The Northwest Bonanza Society seeks to promote 

camaraderie and fellowship amongst Beechcraft pilots, 

owners, and enthusiasts in the Pacific Northwest, 

promote safety, and provide educational opportunities 

through social events throughout the Pacific Northwest 

region including Oregon, Idaho, Washington, and British 

Columbia. 

PRESIDENT 
Dale & Eileen Hemman 
dale@nwbonanza.org 
64 Puget Drive 
Steilacoom, WA 98388 

 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Pat & Denise Atchison 

sundowner15@comcast.net 

5938 Puget Rd 

Olympia, WA 98516 

 

SECRETARY AND TREASURER 

& EVENTS PLANNING 

David & Mary Thrasher 
davidthrasher@nwbonanza.org 

95 Madrona Park Drive 

Steilacoom, WA. 98388 

 

TREASURER 

Fred & Dianne Bassett 

fbassett@nwbonanza.org 

12529 Avenue Dubois SW 

Lakewood, WA. 98498 

 

 

 

Northwest Bonanza Society 

After three newsletters, I am withdrawing from my position as Secretary/Newsletter Editor. It is a good 
thing we have an Alternate Secretary.  

If you are interested in volunteering to edit our newsletter, let me tell you about the position. Creating 
the newsletter is not a monthly commitment, except in the Summer when the club is active. I have been 
making the newsletter in MSWord and as you know it is electronic so there is no paper involved. Pat 
and Dale have been very good about writing articles. The job is a matter of formatting, spell checking, 
loading pictures, and finding good NTSB reports relevant to Beech aircraft. When I started creating the 
newsletter, I thought it would take me about an hour an issue, but it is more like 3 or so with final 
editing. Someone out there is probably much faster at this than I am. I have an even greater 
appreciation for Rich and Stephanie’s work on the newsletter over the past several years. 

I find myself working most weekends and unable to attend the club events and I have a tendency to 
take on more than I can actually accomplish. It would be great if someone active in the club would write 
our newsletter. 

If you are interested, please contact our President, Dale Hemman (dale@nwbonanza.org).  

On the rare weekend I have off, Lisa and I look forward to reconnecting with you! 

Thank you, 

Tad & Lisa Santino 

 

 

We’re on the Web! 

www.nwbonanza.org 
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