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MMV Fly-in 
McMinnville, OR – Well over twenty NWBS members 
converged on McMinnville on the last Saturday in May 
to share each other’s company and enjoy a tour of the 
Evergreen Aviation Museum.  Host Kim Gauntt noted 
that members came from BC, Oregon, and Washington 
for the event and all seemed to have a good time. 
 
The highlight of the tour was the IMAX theater 
presentation and of course the star of the show, Howard 
Hughes’ famous Spruce Goose.  Other prize exhibits 
include an SR-71 and too many famous aircraft to 
mention here.  One noteworthy aircraft that has to be 
mentioned is the early Bonanza flying overhead near 
the snack bar area. 

 
It was also good to see that the museum expansion 
project is coming along well with the museum 
essentially doubling in size when it’s completed. 
 
Almost as impressive as the museums aircraft was our 
own lineup of twelve airplanes on the ramp.  Marion & 
Loretta Sluys arrived on their custom built trike and a 
few folks drove in or we would have taken all the 
spaces on the northeast ramp.  
 

Beechday!  
Kennewick, WA – Wow!  What an exciting time for 
everyone as members Chep & Kay Gauntt hosted their 
third annual Beechday event.  The weather finally 
cooperated fully for the event and NWBS members 
responded with gusto arriving throughout the morning.   
 
The Northwest BeechBoys excited everyone by arriving 

in a formation flight before breaking 
into the pattern. 
 
The port authority reported that 
forty-nine transient aircraft had 
parked on the ramp for the event not 
including the five in front of Chep’s 
hangar and the members based on the 
field. We know for sure that over two 
hundred hamburgers were consumed 
in addition to the hot dogs and 
salmon.  This in addition to chips and 
the dozens of containers of bottled 
water and soft drinks, all provided at 
no cost to members.  

Continued next page 



Highlights of the Beechday event include seminars on 
aircraft corrosion, aircraft lubrication, navigating Class 
D airspace, and a very special presentation by 
American Bonanza Society president Jon Luy.  Jon 
gave us information about the history of ABS, the status 
of the spar web issue, and the importance of everyone 
becoming a member.  Judging from the fact that at least 
two NWBS members decided to join the ABS I would 
say he was a pretty effective speaker. 
 

Many thanks to Jon & 
Polly for flying in to 
meet with fellow  
Northwest Bonanza 
Society members at their 
own expense and for 
their ardent support of 
the NWBS.  Even though 
they live outside our area 
of membership emphasis 
they are charter and 

lifetime members joining when we first told them about 
the organization. 
 
Woodland Aviation worked with new members Brian 
& Dianne Watts of Surrey BC to bring in their new G-

36 Bonanza for all the members to see.  What a nice 
airplane! 
 
The Seattle based Breitling dealer also chipped in by 
providing free caps for everyone and along with Tuttle 
Aviation chipped in to help defray the cost of the 
Beechday commemorative tee shirts provided free of 
charge to everyone in attendance.   
 
Beechday started as a way of proving the value of 
general aviation to the port authority who had been 
making rumblings about closing the field.  Chep and 
Kay were not about to lie down and let this valuable 
community asst slip away so they decided to put 
together an event that would bring in pilots from all 
over the region.  They put the event on by themselves 
for two years and as soon as NWBS was formed they 
jumped on board. This, the third year was the biggest 
yet and with the help of the community it seems 
destined to become a permanent and ever larger event 
each year.  
Thanks are very much in order to the volunteers from 
the Vista Airport who chipped in with their time and 
effort to make the vent such a success.  
 

 
Olympia, WA – Don’t forget the warbird raffle.  As of 
now we only have 10 tickets sold.  To refresh your 
memory, we’ll give away one ride in the warbird of the 
winner’s choice for every seventy tickets sold.  The 
drawing will be held at our Christmas party. Tickets are 
$10.00 and the member need not be present to win.  
Don’t wait until December to buy your tickets!  



Events for June & July 
  

Saturday, June 16 2007: Sun Valley ID 
We’ve been invited to their Airport Appreciation Day 
to help celebrate the airport’s 75th anniversary.  Good 
food, music, antiques, and Warbirds will be on display.  
This is the day before Father’s Day so make it a two-
day celebration.  Hours are 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM.  Our 
contact is Bruce Augustus.  There’s no need to let him 
know if you’re coming or not. 
 

Saturday, June 23rd & Sunday June 24th: 
Okanogan Valley Wine Tour 

Our destination is Oliver BC (CAU3), located just 
across the US/Canada border and only 14 nautical miles 
from Oroville WA and square in the middle of the 
Okanogan Valley wine country, claimed to be the best 
wine region in the world.   We’ll visit six wineries 
before heading back to the hotel where host Rick 
Johnson plans to have a hospitality room.  Stay 
overnight, then join us for Sunday brunch  We have 10 
rooms blocked out for us for Saturday evening at the 
Southwind Inn, which is adjacent to the Oliver airport.   
 
If you can’t stay overnight, fly in for a half-day wine-
tasting tour for the non-flying person in your airplane 
and join us for dinner before heading home.  Contact 
our host is Rick Johnson early so he can keep the hotel 
informed.  v-beech@northwestbonanza.org 
 

Saturday, July 7 2007: 
Beeches to the Beach! Picnic Fly-In 

Nehalem Bay - Manzanita, OR (3S7) is the place to be.  
If you’ve been saying we should go to the beach this is 
the time.  Make your own picnic lunch and maybe 
something to share; load your folding bikes in the 
airplane and head to Nehalem Bay.  The runway ends at 
the water’s edge and there’s a 4-mile trail that goes 
through the woods and along the dunes.  After stuffing 
ourselves with our finest homemade goodies we’ll fly 
to the nearby Tillamook Air Museum on our way 
home! No host; just pack your favorit lunch and joins 
us by about noon. 
 

July 11- 18 2007: Northwest EAA Group Fly-In 
Arlington, WA (AWO) is the destination.  If you want 
to go as a group flight you’ll need to contact Jim Posner 
CaptainJim@northwestbonanza.org. Plan to meet at the 
Bremerton Airport (KPWT) for a briefing before 
departing as a group for the fly-in.  

NWBS Jackets 
Olympia, WA – A month or so ago we queried our 
members as to the feasibility of ordering custom 
embroidered Northwest Bonanza Society jackets.  We 
needed to have orders for at least 30 jackets to break 
even with a guaranteed price of $50.00 each.  We had 
positive responses from 23 people and I’m sure that 
once people see how nice the jackets are we’ll be able 
to sell the remaining 7 so we’ll go ahead and begin 
taking orders. 
 
These fine weave poplin are very high quality and come 
in black, navy, or stone.  Sizes are adult S through XL.   
Here is a size guide: 
 
Size   Chest Measurement        
S     34----36 
M    38--- 40 
L     42----44 
XL   46----48 
 
They all come with the Northwest Bonanza Society 
logo just like 
this one over 
the left breast 
and if you 
would like, you 
can get your 
name and or N number below that.  If you want to have 
them sent to you add $10.00 per order for shipping. 
 
If you would like to order a jacket send a check for the 
total amount along with the color, size, & custom 
embroidery you want to:   
 
Northwest Bonanza Society 
7843 Old Hwy 99 SE, Hangar 6 
Olympia, WA 98501 
 
We’ll order the jackets as soon as we have at least 20 
firm orders with checks in hand.  Since we need to 
order at least 30 jackets we’ll order an assortment of 
medium and large jackets for whatever number remains 
between the number actually ordered and 30.  If we 
don’t get at least 20 firm orders we will return the 
money to those who have sent it in.  We will get the 
jackets to you well before the ABS convention in 
September.   



Reflections From A Bonanza 
Instructor 

-George Luck, CFII, BPPP Instructor- 
 

Part three of our series with George Luck. 

In the previous issue, I covered ground operations, 
takeoff and climb.  Next, I'll treat level off, cruise 
(maneuvers), descent, landing, after landing and engine 
shutdown.  This article will complete in the next two 
issues with a flight profile not unlike what you might 
see in a flight review.  The examples, procedures and 
speeds given in this article are for the F33A Bonanza -- 
you may need to modify them for your type Bonanza. 
 
Level off -- cruise -- maneuvers: As you approach 
level off altitude, lead it by 10 percent of your vertical 
speed.  So, if you are climbing at 800 feet per minute 
(FPM), then when you are within 80 feet of the level off 
altitude, slowly lower the nose from five degrees pitch 
to about zero degrees as the airplane accelerates toward 
the cruise airspeed.   
 
Maintain the level off altitude with pitch. Trim nose 
down to relieve the push force on the control wheel.  As 
the speed accelerates to the cruise speed, reduce the 
climb power to the cruise power, adjust the pitch to 
zero degrees and re-trim.  If you are at 10,000 feet, and 
the cruise power is to be 65 percent (20 inches manifold 
pressure (MP) and 2300 revolutions per minute 
(RPM)), then the cruise speed will be 138 knots 
indicated airspeed (KIAS) at minus five degrees Celsius 
(C) -- this would equal 160 knots true airspeed (KTAS).  
 
Check that the cowl flaps are closed, landing light off 
and adjust the vents and cabin heat for comfort.  Lean 
the engine to 50 degrees Fahrenheit (F) rich of peak (or 
as recommended by any applicable supplemental type 
certificates (STC) that you may have).  Your fuel flow 
should be about 12.3 gallons per hour (GPH).  Make a 
safety check of the cockpit: vacuum pressure, alternator 
load, oil pressure, circuit breakers, outside air 
temperature (OAT), pitot and propeller heat and switch 
main fuel tanks.   
 
Try to keep the main tanks within one-quarter volume 
of each other.  A good procedure to follow is 0:15 
minutes from takeoff on the left tank, then 1:00 on the 
right, 1:00 on the left, 1:00 on the right and back to the 
left for the descent and landing.  This will keep the 

tanks within six to seven gallons of each other and 
prevent the need for large lateral trim requirements. 
 
For our practice flight, we'll level off at about 4500 to 
5500 feet mean sea level (MSL) (at least 3000 feet 
above ground level (AGL)).  We'll set 23 inches MP, 
2300 RPM and lean to 50 degrees F rich of peak (about 
13.3 GPH) then reduce the throttle to 15 inches MP to 
slow down to 105 KIAS for a manual landing gear 
extension exercise.   
 
It has been my experience that about one in 20 
Bonanzas has a physical interference with the manual 
landing gear hand crank.  Be sure that yours is free and 
capable of being unfolded from the stowed position and 
engaged on the shaft.  Sometimes the upholstery shops 
place too much carpet or wing spar cover molding near 
the crank area.  If this is the case, then trim away the 
excess material prior to the flight.  Follow the checklist 
in the pilot's operating handbook (POH); crank 
counterclockwise for about 20 turns.  Then add about 2 
inches of MP, check your heading and altitude and re-
trim if necessary.   
 
Next, crank about 20 more revolutions, and then add 3 
inches of MP.  And, finally crank to the mechanical 
stop, which should be a total of 50 to 51 turns.  These 
last few turns are stiff as you crank the landing gear 
side braces over center.  Several Bonanzas have had 
their landing gear collapse upon landing after manual 
landing gear extension because they did not crank all 
the way to the mechanical stop.  Count the turns! If you 
have any battery power remaining, you should have 
green landing gear down lights.  
 
Remember to use the checklist for the landing gear 
retraction after manual extension.  The process is not a 
big deal, but if you've never done it before, it can be a 
bit of an ordeal until you get the technique down.  
Common errors include: not maintaining heading and 
altitude, not counting the hand crank turns and not 
adding power after you've started cranking. 
 

Next, let's do some clean configuration slow flight.  
This is a good exercise to allow you to fly slower than 
the approach speed for your configuration.  The spin 
recovery procedure should be reviewed prior to 
performing critical maneuvers like slow flight and 
stalls.  The procedure is quoted below from the 
Beechcraft POH. 



 
"Spins are prohibited.  If a spin is entered 
inadvertently: Immediately move the control column 
full forward and simultaneously apply full rudder 
opposite to the direction of the spin; continue to hold 
this control position until rotation stops and then 
neutralize all controls and execute a smooth pullout.  
Ailerons should be neutral and throttle in idle position 
at all times during recovery." 
 
With a minimum of 3000 feet AGL altitude, and 15 
inches MP, pitch the nose up to aid in slowing down to 
a "back side" of the power curve speed of 80 KIAS -- 
the approach speed for this clean configuration.  Trim 
the pitch control pressures off.  Open the cowl flaps for 
better engine cooling.   
 
Now use "back side" technique to control the airplane 
by maintaining the 80 KIAS constant with pitch control 
and adjusting the power if necessary to maintain zero 
vertical speed (VS).  Make some gentle turns in each 
direction with 15 degrees of bank to feel the response of 
the airplane.   
 
Keep the ball centered with right rudder.  As you slow 
down, the left turning tendency caused by the engine 
"torque" effects become more pronounced.  Now raise 
the nose up and slow down to 70 KIAS with back 
pressure.   
 
Do not re-trim, but hold the airspeed with back 
pressure.  By maintaining the trim at the approach 
airspeed for the given configuration, you will have a 
more positive recovery from a stall or spin if entered.  
You may have to add power to stabilize the VS at zero.   
 
Now try some gentle turns to the left and right.  Expect 
the stall buzzer to activate during these turns.  You will 
have to lower the nose slightly in the turns to maintain 
the airspeed.  The purpose of this maneuver is to 
experience the response of the airplane at slower than 
normal airspeeds and to give you confidence in critical 
performance maneuvers.   
 
To be continued next month  
 
Editor’s note:  CFII George Luck has written numerous 
articles for WBS and other magazines.  This article is 
reprinted with permission from an earlier WBS series. 
Email: George-CarolynLuck@northwestbonanza.org 

Beechcraft Photos & Stories 
We are all crazy about all Beechcraft airplanes.  The 
only thing that is nearly as much fun as flying one is 
telling about flying one.  I’ve never met a Beech pilot 
of any type who was shy about sharing stories about his 
airplane so now’s your chance to share your photos 
with all the membership.  Just send your JPG files to 
dale@northwestbonanza.org and we’ll get them in print 
for our members to share.  Tell me a little about it to 
make it more interesting.   
 

Newest Members 
Our organization continues to grow, now representing 
nearly one hundred and eighty Beechcraft enthusiasts. 
Our newest members since last publication include: 
 
David & Joy Motion – Vancouver BC – Baron 55 
Jake & Elvira Friesen – Lynden WA – V35 
Mark & Laura Johnson – Tumwater, WA – BE23 
Brian & Dianne Watts – Surrey, BC – G36 
Dennis & Sandra Nichols – Kennewick, WA –Between 
Drex & Kris Gauntt – Kennewick, WA – E35 
Greg & Kim Frodel – Pasco WA –A36 
 
If you know of a Beechcraft enthusiast, whether they 
currently own an airplane or not, tell them about our 
club.  We’re not just an organization for owners but for 
enthusiasts.  It’s always fun to share stories with pilots 
and non-pilots alike.  Make someone’s day who is in 
between airplanes or may not be able to pilot an 
airplane again due to a lost medical or a change in 
financial situation by sharing a flying story and perhaps 
a right or even a rear seat in the world’s finest airplane; 
yours!  
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