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Update 
Olympia, WA – If you’re wondering why this issue of 
our newsletter is a bit later than normal in coming it’s 
because we have been spending every waking minute 
completing our new hangar in Olympia.  Thanks to 
some great help from Earl Miller who laid 3600 square 
feet of tile, to Eileen who grouted it all, and to Fred 
Bassett for his often expensive advice, we have a pretty 
neat place for our airplane to call home. 
 
I have to admit that the project turned out to be a wee 
bit more than you might expect.  When we decided to 
build it we had in mind hosting NWBS and other events 
so we planned for a few more amenities than normal. 

 
 
Stop by when you’re at the Olympia Airport, grab some 
popcorn or cookies and a soda, sink into a chair by the 
fireplace, and lets share some flying stories. 

 

Unfortunately, weather caused us to postpone our 
planned Victoria, BC fly-in and Butchart Gardens tour 
but the busy summer flying season is right around the 
corner and the NWBS has a ton of exciting events for 
our members to enjoy.  We’ve tentatively rescheduled 
for September 22nd. 
 
This issue of our newsletter will mostly be filled with 
information on the three events scheduled to happen 
before our next newsletter edition in order to make it 
easy for our members to participate. 
 

PAE General Aviation Day  
Everett, WA – The closest upcoming event is General 
Aviation Day and the Taste of Mukilteo at Paine Field 
in Everett.  You can participate by just showing up and 
enjoying the hospitality or by showing off your own 
airplane.   If you do want to have your airplane on static 
display you will need to sign up in advance. 
 
The Aircraft Display (Static or Transient) is located on 
the terminal ramp in front of Everett Jet Center and the 
Airport office. To avoid confusion and minimize 
potential incidents please note the following: 
 

1. All arriving aircraft (Friday or Saturday) 
contact Ground on 121.8 prior to taxi. Advise 
ground you wish to taxi to the GA Static 
Display. Enter the terminal ramp via “Delta 1”  

2. Contact and follow Ramp Control to assigned 
parking upon entering the display area. (Ramp 
Frequency = 122.85) 

3. Once parked chock your wheels and lock 
your aircraft! 

4. Pilot briefing for “Fly-over” participants is at 
9:30 in the Airport Conference Room. 

 
Departure time:  Saturday 4 pm or later . . . Sunday 
departure by special request. 
 
A pancake breakfast will be available starting at 8:00 
(Skycorp Building) for $5 to benefit the Northwest 
Burn Foundation. The breakfast will be open to the 
public at 9:00 am.  



Registration information may be given by e-mailing 
this form to Jim Fries at jrfries@comcast.net  or drop 
this off at the PAE airport office. If you have questions 
call Jim or Marilyn 425-885-4212.  Thank you for your 
participation. Go to our web site to see all that is 
happening during our event:   www.wpa-paine.org. 
under Special Events.  Our NWBS contact is Stephanie 
Allen. Red.Skyhawk@GTE.NET Let her know if you 
plan to be there  
 

MMV Fly-in & Museum Tour 

 
 
McMinnville, OR – Plan to join us Saturday, May 26th 
for a fly-in and museum at McMinnville, OR. We’ll fly 
into MMV and visit the Evergreen Museum right across 
the street.  Plan on meeting at lunchtime and touring the 
museum.  The highlight is of course seeing the Spruce 
Goose. Our host is Kim Gaunt fixft4u@aol.com, please 
email him if you are planning to attend  
 
 

BEECHDAY at S98 
Whatever you do, on Saturday, June 2nd be in 
Kennewick WA! The third annual BEECHDAYS 
features seminars, hangar talk, lots of Beechcraft, tons 
of food, great pilots like yourself, and it’s free!!!  
 
Hosts Chep & Kay Gauntt have lined up some great 
events and speakers and this year for the first time have 
included some strong aviation sponsors including 
Breitling and Woodland Aviation.  Woodland Aviation 
plans to bring in a new G-36 Bonanza and don’t miss 
the opportunity to ask Breitling about their ELT watch.  
As soon as Dick Gauron told me about his I had to get 
one and we both love the safety of wearing an ELT on 
our wrist built right into our watches. 
 
Another high point is a presentation by ABS president 
Jon Luy who will be making the trip in with his wife 
Polly to share camaraderie with the NWBS members.  

Jon will also give a presentation on the ABS and have a 
question and answer session afterward. 
 
Other seminars include Corrosion & your Beechcraft,  
Lubricants, and  Flying from an uncontrolled airport 
near a controlled airport.  There will also be a few 
exhibiters on hand as well. 
 
Get to the Vista Airport (S98) in Kennewick the first 
Saturday of June if you have to walk!  Hosted by the 
Gauntt family.Beechday@northwestbonanza.org  Let 
them know if you plan to attend.  They will 
undoubtedly have enough food, T-shirts, and other 
goodies to go around but I’m sure they would 
appreciate knowing in advance about how many people 
to expect.  
 

Warbird Ride Raffle 
Olympia, WA – Don’t forget the Northwest Bonanza 
Society / Olympic Air Museum warbird ride Raffle.   
 
Tickets are just $10.00 each.  Send your checks to 
Northwest Bonanza Society, 7843 Old Hwy 99 SE, 
Hangar M-6.  Check out the museum’s website 
(www.olympicflightmuseum.com), to choose which of 
their ten flying Warbirds you would like to fly in.  
We’ll draw a lucky winner at our Christmas party, and 

all you’ll have to do is set the date with the museum. 
 
Don’t wait until December to buy your tickets.  We 
need to make sure there’s enough interest to do this. 
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Reflections From A Bonanza Instructor 
-George Luck, CFII, BPPP Instructor- 

 
Part two of our series with George Luck. 

Before takeoff – takeoff – climb: During the before 
takeoff check, pay close attention to the engine and 
flight instruments, the avionics and the health of the 
engine, the electrical and instrument air systems.  If you 
are equipped with an engine analyzer, normalize it 
during the engine run-up to check for a bad magneto or 
fowled plug.  Check the proper configuration of the 
airplane for the takeoff, and accomplish a “last chance” 
inspection.  The one that I use is shown here, and I have 
it posted next to my airspeed indicator.  You should 
develop your own checklist for your type Bonanza.  It 
doesn’t have everything on it, but it has the “gotchas.” 
 
Sample “last chance” Before Takeoff checklist 
 
The takeoff is the 
second most critical 
phase of flight (after the 
landing), and it is one 
that is at times abused.  
Prior to starting the 
takeoff roll, you must 
consider runway 
gradient, runway 
length, departure 
obstacles, wind and 
density altitude – and if 
appropriate, runway 
contamination (like snow, slush, standing water, tall 
grass and/or soft turf). 
 
Always have in mind a go/no-go decision point.  A 
good rule of thumb (ROT) is to achieve 70 % of the 
takeoff speed by 50 % of the runway length.  Therefore, 
our F33A should have 50 KIAS by mid-field – that’s 
easy to remember. 
 
At the decision point, assuming no departure obstacles, 
you should be able to get airborne or stop within the 
remaining runway.   
 
Be very careful with tailwind takeoffs.  If you takeoff 
with a ten knot tailwind, wind typically doubles at 50 
feet AGL, you could have a tailwind that is increasing 
faster than you are able to accelerate.  This example is 

especially true if you have an up hill departure gradient 
like taking off to the South at Lake Tahoe, CA on a hot 
day.   
 
If you leaned the mixture after engine start for a 
smoother operation and to prevent spark plug fowling, 
then remember to enrich the mixture prior to a low-
density altitude (DA) takeoff.  This action could 
prevent a serious engine detonation problem on takeoff.  
The proper way to lean an F33A for a high-DA takeoff 
is to lean the mixture to achieve the DA etched on the 
fuel flow meter.   
 
If the DA is higher than 7000 feet, then you must 
estimate the position of the DA on the fuel flow meter, 
or a more accurate way, is to conduct a static run-up 
prior to takeoff.  You should set the mixture to 200 
degrees F. rich-of-peak on the EGT gauge.  Keep in 
mind that the DA at Telluride, CO can easily be above 
13,000 feet. 
 
How do you get DA?  Crank your altimeter setting to 
29.92 IN. and read the pressure altitude (PA) 
(remember to reset your altimeter to the current airport 
setting or elevation).  Using the PA and the outside air 
temperature, use your whiz wheel or number cruncher 
to get the DA, or the current ATIS/AWOS recording 
may contain the computed DA.   
 
If there is a crosswind, the takeoff will require some 
special consideration.  The various “torque effects” 
cause a left turning tendency on takeoff.  If the 
crosswind is from the left, then significant right rudder 
will be required (but not as much as I had to use flying 
the A-1 Douglas Skyraider).   
 
Use aileron into the wind and rudder against the wind.  
As the takeoff roll progresses, you can relax some of 
the control input, as the control surfaces become more 
effective.  As you rotate, be prepared to neutralize the 
aileron to prevent the upwind wing from dipping down 
toward the runway.  Allow the airplane to naturally crab 
into the wind in a wings level climb attitude.   
 
During rotation, smartly bring the glare shield up to the 
horizon; this approximates 10 degrees of pitch attitude.  
I say smartly because in trying to be smooth, I have 
observed some pilots allowing the airplane to bounce 
from nose to main gear because the wings do not have 



enough angle of attack.  When the altimeter shows a 
positive rate of climb, raise the landing gear, and check 
that the gear is up.  If a main gear strut went flat during 
taxi or takeoff, the strut will not extend, and the gear 
will not fit into the wheel well.  The gear motor will 
stall out and pop the gear circuit breaker and leave the 
gear partially retracted.  If you used approach flaps for 
takeoff, then raise them at 200 feet AGL – but don’t 
fiddle with the other knobs.  Climb out to 1000 feet 
AGL at the Vy airspeed of 96 KIAS. 
 
During the climb after 1000 feet AGL, reduce the prop 
control to 2500 RPM; leave the throttle at full; and 
lower the nose to five degrees pitch and re-trim for 107 
KIAS cruise climb airspeed (terrain permitting).  Cruise 
climb allows for better over the cowl visibility, better 
engine cooling and it gets you started faster toward 
your enroute destination.  The cowl flaps are “as 
required” – on a hot day, I’d leave them open, and on a 
cold day, then I’d close them.  After takeoff, glance at 
the alternator loads to ensure that it is charging.  If 
during the takeoff, you used pitot heat, landing light, 
raised the gear and flaps together, and you had a 
marginal battery, the heavy loads could have knocked 
the alternator off line.  This could lead to a serious 
problem if in weather or at night.   During the climb, 
you must lean the mixture according to the schedule of 
fuel flows on the cruise climb performance chart.  I 
recommend making a copy of these values for each 
even thousands feet of altitude and attach it to your 
clipboard for handy reference.  Items to think of during 
the climb are: gear, flaps, landing light, cowl flaps, 
prop, mixture, electrical and instrument air systems, 
pitot heat, oxygen, engine health, fuel and altimeter 
setting (if at or above FL180).  Formally run a climb 
and level-off checklist. 
 
Editor’s note:  George Luck began instructing while an 
active duty USAF B-52 pilot.  George has written 
numerous articles for WBS and other magazines.  This 
article is reprinted with his permission from an earlier 
WBS series. Email him at George-
CarolynLuck@northwestbonanza.org  
 
 
Last month we asked for pictures of your Beechcraft for 
inclusion in our monthly newsletter.  This month we’re 
featuring Jim Posner’s Bonanza as it undergoes a major 

renovation.  Look for more photos in a future edition of 
ABS Magazine.  Here is his story. 
 

 
 

Bonanza Upgrade 
- Jim Posner - 

After a nearly disastrous cylinder failure on the way out 
to Oshkosh last year, I started to plan for the overhaul 
of my engine.  I was suddenly stricken with an almost 
terminal case of “while I’m at it…” as the wish list of 
upgrades was dragged out.  This will be the best time to 
get that turbo-normalizing, I said to myself.  Tim Roehl 
at Tornado Alley Turbo (TAT) and I had been talking 
about it for quite a while.  Also, tip tanks would be 
good to extend my range – I often fly back and forth to 
the San Francisco area from Bremerton.  Of course, a 
built-in oxygen system will give me more capacity 
since I will be above 10,000 feet most of the time now.  
And then there was the paint that had suffered a few 
years of being outside all of the time before I could get 
a hangar.  Sigh… 
 
So, off to Ada, Oklahoma I went, behind this engine’s 
last trip, in mid-February.  Tim warned me that I would 
be without her for over four months.  The combination 
of engine replacement and repainting projects were 
sequential, each taking its own interval. 
 
I contracted Scheme Designers in New Jersey to help 
me with a paint design.  They did a marvelous job of 
turning my vague vision into stunning reality.  I wanted 
a unique paint job that was unlike any other Bonanza.  
Plus, it had to have a subtle integration of reference 
points for my BeechBoy buddies to use when we do our 
formation flying.  So, that’s what the loop in the accent 
ribbon is for! 



 
The paint shop is located at the same airport, so the 
projects were well coordinated.  First items were to take 
out the old engine, install the oxygen system and tip 
tanks and generally prep the plane for painting.  Then it 
got tugged over to the paint shop where Dewey Gandy 
and his crew did their thing, including painting the 
engine compartment.  I had the main gear doors shipped 
over to a motorcycle airbrush artist for some unique 
artwork.  The left door shows a flowing American flag 
and the right door has the BeechBoy logo.  It shows two 
Bonanzas in formation with surfboards strapped to their 
backs. 
 

 
 
Back at the TAT hangar they put in the new engine 
with the turbo system and are in the process of 
buttoning it up. We’re waiting for some FAA 
paperwork to clear on the new fuel gauges that show 
the mains and tips in one instrument per side.  That took 
an STC. 
 
The next project is to upgrade the existing TKS system 
to known icing.  That should occur on my way out to 
Oshkosh this year. 
 
I am due to pick her up on Memorial Day.  A couple of 
days of training to get familiar with the new 
configuration and then the trip back at the flight levels.  
She’s scheduled to be featured on the cover of the ABS 
Magazine in August.  I can’t wait!  
 
If you would like to share photos and a story about  
your airplane just email your JPG or GIF files to 

dale@northwestbonanza.org and we’ll get them in print 
for our members to share.  The same goes if you have a 
maintenance or upgrade story.  Even sad tails are 
welcome because we may be able to prevent another 
member from following the same path to disaster or 
near disaster.  Likewise, stories with good outcomes are 
nice to have so others can emulate them. 
 

June Events Calendar 
Saturday, June 16 2007: Sun Valley ID 
Airport Appreciation Day to help celebrate the airport’s 
75th anniversary.  Good food, music, antiques, and 
Warbirds will be on display.  This is the day before 
Father’s Day so make it a two-day celebration.  Hours 
are 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM.  Our contact is Bruce 
Augustus baugustus@cox.net. Let him know if you’re 
coming. 
 
Saturday, June 23rd Okanogan Valley Wine Tour 
Oliver BC (CAU3) We’ll visit six wineries and if you 
can, stay overnight.  After Sunday brunch head back 
home.  We have 10 rooms blocked out for us for 
Saturday evening at the Southwind Inn, adjacent to the 
airport.  If you can’t stay overnight, fly in for a half-day 
wine-tasting tour for the non-flying person in your 
airplane and join us for dinner before heading home.  
Contact our host is Rick Johnson early so he can keep 
the hotel informed.  v-beech@northwestbonanza.org  
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