
 

Friday Harbor Fly-In – Arranged by John & Betty Foose 
 
What better flying 
destination can you 
think of for a 
wonderful Northwest 
weekend than Friday 
Harbor?   
 
For at least a few 
NWBS members the 
answer to that 
question was simply 
nowhere.  
 
From several miles 
out the common radio 
frequency for the San 
Juan Islands came 
alive as member 
airplanes approached 
from north, east and 
south for the 

scheduled lunch outing at the popular destination.  In fact, Betty admits to being a bit worried about parking 
because Friday Harbor is such a magnet for fair weather flyers looking for a short hop to a nice destination. 
 
It turned out that it was an unwarranted worry because while the harbor was indeed filled with boats and the 
town filled with boaters, there was plenty of parking and Ernie’s Café on the airport only had a few other people 
inside.  The weather was so nice that we grabbed our chairs and went outside, pushed a few tables together and 
had a great time enjoying each other’s company.  
. 
Ernie’s café is an interesting little story in itself.  It’s 
owned and operated by a woman whose husband 
retired from the airlines and is now of chasing a 
second career.  He is an artist and you can find 
several of his pieces in the café.  The facility itself is 
austere but the food is good.  One of the attendees, 
Jim Smith advises not to have anyone in your party 
tell them you might like Kimchee or you’ll have an 
interesting time getting a burger instead. 
 
Regardless, everything they cook is good and the 
company, as always was superb! 



Member Highlight – Jim Thrasher 
Contributed by Eileen & Dale Hemman 
 
By the mid sixties the Beechcraft Baron had already made its mark as one of 
the finest forms of business and personal transportation in the world.  It was 
the airplane of choice of many successful professionals, including then 
director of the Rocky Mountain Educational Laboratory, Dr. James Thrasher. 
 
As shown in the October 1967 issue of Emphasis, a publication of the 
National Commission on Teacher Education and Professional Standards, our 
own Jim Thrasher often used his own Baron to travel to education 
conferences and while taking other education professionals along exposed 
them to the wonderful world of flying. 
 

Dr. 

Thrasher has earned quite a resume 
including going on to become 
superintendent of schools in the Tri-
Cities area, then Dean of the education 
department at University of Montana 
in Missoula.  He was also the 
Executive Director for educational 
management at the US International 
University in San Diego and graduated 
from law school before entering a very 
successful private practice.  He has 
since retired but still volunteers as a 
board member for the South Sound 
Christian Schools in Tacoma. 
 
Of course we all know Jim as our first 
treasurer of the Northwest Bonanza 
Society and an avid lover of 
everything Beechcraft.  Over the years  

 
Jim has owned several Bonanzas 
and Barons, most recently a V-tail 
that he sold earlier this year.  His 
hands down favorite was his 
Colemill Baron that he owned for 
many years of flying pleasure.  
Any time you get to share the 
cockpit with Jim be prepared for a 
delightful experience with one of 
the true gentlemen of aviation.  It’s 
a pleasure to have Jim and his 
lovely wife Margaret as members 
and friends.  
 



Upcoming Events 
 
Orcas Island & Rosario’s - Saturday & Sunday, September 20th 
& 21st.  We may or may not be able to add more but here is what 
you’ll get if you’re one of the lucky 10 couples who signed up and 
miss if you’re not: 
 
Saturday, Sep 20th 
12:00 to 4:00 PM  - Arrive at Orcas Island (ORS).  
4:00 PM – Hotel Check in 
5:00 PM Christopher Peacock Show in the dining room 
6:00 Social Hour - Live entertainment in the Moran Lounge 
7:00 PM Prime Rib Buffet in the Orcas Dining Room 
 
Sunday, Sep 21st 
9:00 Breakfast Buffet (This sumptuous feast actually opens at 7:30) 
11:00 Checkout 
1:00 PM flight to Roche Harbor for lunch or coffee 
1:00 to 3:00 PM Depart for home 
 
ABS Convention  If you can make it to the ABS 
convention in Lexington we by all means recommend it.  
To sign up go to the ABS website (www.bonanza.org) and 
click on the Lexington 2008 logo like this one on th eright. 
 

What's happening in Lexington? 

• Welcome Party at the Kentucky Horse Park — The largest attraction in Kentucky's Bluegrass region 
and site of the 2010 World Equestrian Games, the Kentucky Horse park. 

• Educational Tracks — A fresh mix of model-specific & general-aviation sessions that make the ABS 
Convention the premier educational experience for Bonanza and Baron pilots.  

• Companion Seminar Track — Opportunities for flight companions to participate in a full slate of 
activities.  

• Afternoon at the Airport — Hands-on demonstrations, a full ABS-ASF Service Clinic demonstration 
and another "What's Wrong With This Airplane" contest. Start recruiting your team early!  

• Beechcraft Hangar Party — Following Afternoon at the Airport and a Beechcraft flyover, enjoy 
dinner, hangar-flying, tire-kicking, and other pleasant diversions at the most popular event of every 
convention!  

• Awards Banquet — The final event of the convention with keynote speaker: AOPA president, Phil 
Boyer. 

Wings & Wheels Fly-in at Wenatchee Airport on Saturday October 4th.  Come join us at a barbecue.  It’s 
the getting together that we go for though and I’ve been told last year’s event was fun for everyone.  Watch the 
website and your email for more information. 
 
If you have a suggestion for a November event let John & Betty know by email at foose@nwbonanza.org. 
 
The Christmas party will be Saturday, December 13th at Eileen & Dale Hemman’s hangar in Olympia.  It 
will be a catered dinner with live entertainment, drawings for valuable gifts, and lots of fun.  Last year the club 
gave away a Redline tow bar, $50.00 in cash, and several smaller gifts as well as aWarbird ride raffle. 



 
Congratulations to new NWBS  life members  Brian & Wendy McNeill of East Wenatchee WA and Art & 
Gwen Brock of Bend Oregon.  Brian & Wendy are our hosts for the Wings & Wheels event and you’ll 
recognize Art Brock as American Bonanza Society president. Both have upgraded from trial membership to life 
membership and we’re glad to have them with us. 
 
 
 
 
To: Northwest Bonanza Society Members 
  
Hi to all.  As our summer is winding down, I hope you can reflect on wonderful times you had flying your 
Beechcraft the last three months.   I know we all had some good flying weather, but not as much as we would 
have liked.   
  
Well, before the good weather is totally gone, we have a couple more last hurrahs planned!   Coming up is the 
Rosario Resort fly-in on Sept 20 and 21st.   We already have 10 or 11 couples committed, and if you are 
interested, please contact Dale Hemman.  I don’t think it is be too late, but better hurry. 
  
Saturday, Oct. 4th is the Wings and Wheels Festival and the NWBS  BBQ at Wenatchee.   This should be a 
wonderful time, and will include an airplane parade at 11:30 AM for a short trip around town.  Go to:  
HTTP://spiritofwenatchee.org  to read about Miss Veedol, the lead plane and some historic facts about her trip 
from Japan to the US in 1931.  We plan to have a good time, and hope that you can make it.  
  
Now for some business.  As you know the office of Vice President is still vacant.   This summer has been busy 
for Betty and I and we haven’t dealt with it as earnestly as we should have, but here is the deal.   We have had 
one volunteer who has graciously said that if no one else was interested, he would take the position.   I believe 
he would do a wonderful job, but also has other irons in the fire and would be just as happy if someone else 
stepped up to the plate.  I am therefore, making a last call for the VP slot.  We, the NWBS, views this as a 
stepping stone to the presidency in two years.  You know, for any organization to survive, we must have 
volunteers.  It isn’t always easy, and sometimes is demanding of our time, but as the old saw goes, “if not you, 
who??  If not now when?”   Think about it and please get back to me in the next week.  
  
I want to add that if anyone has any ideas about a place to fly, even if it is at the last moment, please feel free to 
send out an email to the members.   Sometimes spontaneous gatherings are the most rewarding and fun.   
Well, that is it for this month, and thanks again to “Vinnie” for doing such a wonderful job as our Newsletter 
Editor. 
  
Regards, 
John and Betty Foose  
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