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Scappoose, OR— (SPB) 

The day was March 22nd, 

the weather was great, the 

turnout awesome, the com-

pany delightful, and the 

food...well, let’s just say that 

we all plugged in the coordi-

nates for a return visit. Ac-

cording to my count we had 

21 airplanes and 46 folks 

attend this seemingly one of a kind day in the Pacific NorthWET. We also 

enjoyed the arrival of Bill & Dorothy Robinson flying their “Bonanza on 

steroids” a beautiful new Pilatus PC-12. Check out the size of those ex-

haust stacks, must be one of those new fangled radial engines. After the 

normal tire kicking and catching up we made our way to the Hawaiian Is-

land Café, a short walk from the ramp, and enjoyed some great hospitality 

and food served Hawaiian style. The unfortunate thing about a day like this 

is that it comes to an end all to quickly. We left with full bellies and fond 

memories of our day in Scappoose.  

 

March 22nd Fly-in 

Scappoose, Oregon 
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George Luck Returns 

Ye “Ole” Instrument Check 

by 

George Luck 

 

This article will treat the Instrument Proficiency Check (IPC) – previously known as the Instrument 
Competency Check.  When do you need it; who can administer it; and just what is an IPC? 

 

Background: The recent instrument experience to fly as pilot in command is contained in FAR 61.57(c).  
It stated, in part, that during the preceding six calendar months the pilot must have logged, under actual 
or simulated instrument conditions, at least six instrument approaches, a holding pattern and intercept-
ing and tracking courses through the use of navigation systems. 

 

FAR 61.57(d) states that if a person does not meet the instrument experience requirements listed in the 
previous paragraph within six calendar months, or within six months after the prescribed time, that per-
son may not act as pilot in command during a flight conducted under instrument flight rules (IFR) or in 
weather conditions less than the minimums prescribed for a flight conducted under visual flight rules 
(VFR) until that person receives an IPC.  An IPC must be given in an aircraft, in a flight simulator or a 
flight training device that is representative of the pilot’s aircraft category (i.e., airplane, rotorcraft or 
glider).  The IPC may be given by an examiner or an authorized instructor.  The IPC consists of a repre-
sentative number of tasks required by the instrument rating practical test. 

 

A new “Instrument Rating Practical Test Standards (PTS) for Airplane, Helicopter and Powered 
Lift” (FAA-S-8081-4D) was published in April 2004 with an effective date of October 1, 2004. 

 

Special emphasis areas: In the introduction section of the PTS, several special emphasis areas are 
listed.  Some areas are considered so important, that the PTS devoted several paragraphs to them.  They 
include: Aeronautical Decision Making (ADM) may be evaluated through the use of scenarios which 
involve weather and performance.  Single-Pilot Resource Management, “…the effective use of all avail-
able resources: human, hardware and information.”  Another area is Applicant’s Use of Checklists.  And 
finally, there is emphasis on Attitude Instrument Flying and Emergency Instrument Procedures.  Atti-
tude Instrument Flying involves either the “primary and supporting fight instrument” approach, or the 
“control and performance instruments” technique.  Because of the significant number of accidents as a 
result of failure of the primary flight instruments, Emergency Instrument Procedures will involve flying 
a non-precision approach without the use of the primary fight instruments – the attitude and heading 
indicator, (i.e., partial panel). 
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Tasks to be performed: The required tasks are listed in the column labeled “IPC” on page 16 of the new 
PTS. They are listed below. 

Holding 

Recovery from unusual attitudes 

Intercepting and tracking navigational systems and DME arcs 

Non-precision approach 

Precision approach 

Missed approach 

Circling approach 

Landing from a straight-in or circling approach 

One engine inoperative during straight and level flight and turns (multi-engine only) 

One engine inoperative during instrument approach (multi-engine only) 

Non-precision approach with loss of primary flight instrument indicators 

Post flight checking of instruments and equipment 

 

Notes about the IPC: The two non-precision approaches must be of different types.   One of the ap-
proaches must be flown with a procedure turn or a terminal area arrival (without the aid of radar vectors), 
if equipped with area navigation equipment.  If an approach certified GPS is installed, then one of the non-
precision approaches must be a GPS approach.  At least one of the non-precision approaches must be 
flown without the use of the autopilot.   The multi-engine “one engine inoperative during instrument ap-
proach” task may be either a precision or non-precision approach.  It requires a landing at the end. 

 

Author’s comments: I consider the IPC to be a refresher of instrument skills and a verification of flight 
proficiency.  I like to carefully brief the flight to include the weather, planning and a review of the instru-
ment procedures.  If a problem occurs during the flight, then I attempt the correct and re-fly that portion – 
however, I do require that the flight accuracy and procedures meet the PTS.  I usually add steep turns to 
the required tasks, and I prefer that the flight be flown without the autopilot.  However, if the airplane is 
autopilot approach equipped, then I like to see a coupled approach demonstrated to verify the autopilot 
set-up. 

 

Of course successful completion of the IPC makes you instrument current.  I recommend that you fly regu-
lar instrument training flights – get another instrument pilot to fly as safety pilot and fly to proficiency.  
How much is enough – it depends on your past instrument experience and your recent activity.  Some pi-
lots will need more work than others.  I also recommend that you take an IPC annually and six months 
later, take a Flight Review annually.  This twice a year evaluation by an examiner or qualified instructor 
will insure your currency and contribute toward your proficiency.  If you attend an FAA sanctioned safety 
seminar, then you will qualify for the FAA “Wings” Pilot Proficiency Program -- you will be a stronger pi-
lot, and your insurance company will love you. 

In a subsequent issue, I will verbally take you on an IPC from Paine Field (KPAE) at Everett, WA to the 
Bremerton National Airport (KPWT) at Bremerton, WA and return.  I will give you some tips on the set-up 
and execution of the required tasks.  I wish you happy and safe flying. GL 

About the author: George Luck is retired from the U.S. Air Force and The Boeing Company.  He is a CFI 
with Airplane, Instrument and Multi-engine Instructor ratings.  He flies out of Paine Field in Everett, WA.  
He can be reached at e-mail george.luck@verizon.net or phone 425-337-2128. 

mailto:george.luck@verizon.net
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

 
Probably the hardest thing to do in flying is make the go/no-go decision.  As pilots we want to fly and 
don’t want to miss the rewards of getting to our destination. Of course we’ve all heard of “gethomeitis” 
but getting to our intended objective on the outbound leg can be just as tempting. 
  
Making the decision to cancel one of our outings such as our Siletz Bay trip is especially difficult because 
we need to make the decision a few days in advance if possible because the destination restaurant likely 
has put on extra help to support our large party.  We also have to consider that our members are flying 
in from a fairly wide area with perhaps vastly different weather.  With the price of fuel now I also don’t 
want to waste member’s precious gas money for a wild goose chase. 
  
Of course if the weather is really ugly or really nice the decision is easy.  It’s the marginal stuff that 
makes us all pull our hair out. I try to take all these considerations into account as I make the decision 
to cancel or continue and I appreciate your bearing with me as I try to make the best calls I can in ad-
vance. 
  
Speaking of making calls, we’ve had to make a huge change the planned Victoria trip.  As you know, we 
originally had the trip scheduled for early spring 2007 with 26 folks signed up but weather did us in. We 
rescheduled for this coming May 3rd and again made all the arrangements for lunch at the Victoria Fly-
ing Club, a double decker bus for transportation, and a group rate on park admission. 
  
Unfortunately people began to withdraw, leaving us with my latest count of only 8 people committed to 
going.  That simply isn’t enough to justify the expense so I changed the trip from one where we go as a 
group to one where any who want can fly in on their own.  Our treasurer will shortly be sending refunds 
to all who signed up so nobody will lose any money. 
  
I know a lot of the issue with the Victoria trip was passports, Customs, and the Canadian ATC fee.  I 
have learned from this experience and will put it to use as we look toward future locations.  I also want 
to get your ideas as we come up with new adventures and outings.  I’m thinking we may also want to 
add some overnight events to our calendar for next year and a couple of places that have come up are 
the Resort at Lake Chelan and Coeur de’ Alene Idaho.  Your input would be appreciated 
  
Since we now have no major event scheduled for May, Eileen & I would like to invite you to our hangar 
in Olympia for hamburgers & hotdogs on Saturday, May 10th.  Rain or shine, at noon we’ll have the bar-
becue grill going, the coffee hot and the sodas cold.  Feel free to make a donation to the club at the door 
to cover expenses. 
  
Finally, I would like to thank some very important people; the members who have worked very hard and 
donated their own time to make this club work.  I’m speaking of those who’ve set up events and others 
who each month contribute greatly as treasurer (Fred Bassett), newsletter editor (Doug Haughton), and 
ABS contributor (John Foose).  Believe me, they have other commitments and life concerns and their 
efforts to take care of the needs of the membership at large is a significant contribution.  I can assure 
you that we are all dedicated to making this club as meaningful and as enjoyable as possible.  An occa-
sional phone call or email to these fine folks to tell them what a great job they’re doing would be greatly 
appreciated. 



 

 

Club Officers and Directors 

 

President, Dale & Eileen Hemman 

dale@nwbonanza.org 

Vice President, John & Betty Foose 

foose@nwbonanza.org  

Treasurer, Fred & Dianne Bassett 

fbassett@nwbonanza.org 

Secretary, Doug & Sandy Haughton 

haughton@nwbonanza.org 

Frank Lloyd, Director 

flloyd@nwbonanza.org 

Chep Gauntt, Director 

beechday@nwbonanza.org 

Jim Posner, Director 

cptjim@nwbonanza.org 

 

 

 

Thank You, 

Doug Haughton,  

                editor 

Confessions of a Newsletter Editor 

Poulsbo, WA—Last march Sandy and I joined 

27 other airplanes in a flight to Baja. One 

night after dinner in Punta Chivato, on the 

Sea of Cortez, one of our group boldly said 

“airplanes were meant to go somewhere”. 

That seemingly simple statement has since 

rattled around every quadrant of my brain. 

As we cancel outings from lack of sign-up 

my thoughts go back to Baja….and to the 

numerous other fly-ins and fly-outs that I 

have attended over the years and the joy 

that has come from these outings. We have 

the great fortune of a wonderful extended 

family in the NWBS, not to mention the thrill 

and excitement that these airplanes afford 

us. It doesn’t do us or our airplanes any 

good to sit….so get out your day planner 

and “let’s go somewhere”.   

 

On another note:  Our NWBS President Dale 

Hemman suggested that the Newsletter be in 

your hands (or faces) no later than the 5th 

of the month. Seems like a worthy endeavor 

and I appreciate the counsel. This timing 

allows a report on the previous month and 

an overview of the month to come. That be-

ing said I will publish the May Newsletter in 

a couple of weeks and then the first week of 

the month thereafter.  

 

And a final note:  Be sure to read President 

Dale’s message this month to tune in on the 

upcoming NWBS events. Next month, more 

pictures, less oratory, more events, less 

chatter. Thanks for reading.  
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