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Hello again NWBS members

Just a brief message to give you some idea what
is happening with our North West Bonanza
Society.

I am sure by this time all of you have heard about
the loss of our Founder, Dale Hemman.   Even
though this is a huge setback for our group, we
are determined to keep this organization going.

I was petitioned by some of the current Officers
to step up to fill the President’s role until we can
elect a President that can take over all of the
duties and move forward.  I have agreed to do so,
but only as a temporary measure.

The current slate of Officers will have a Business meeting sometime before the Christmas Party, and
will try to come up with willing members to help out in a new group of Officers for the coming year.

Please give me a call at 425-836-0116, if you have any questions about the possibility of helping out,
or if you are thinking you could serve for one year in any position.  I would appreciate your interest.

I won’t go into the Christmas Party, as it is covered elsewhere in this Newsletter.

I will just say that I really hope to see a great turn out.  It is always a good time and gives us all a
chance to trade flying stories, enjoy an adult beverage, and a good meal.  Please consider making
reservations.  It is Dec 6th, a Friday, at the Museum on the Olympia Airport.   Cost is $60 per couple
and includes admission to the museum, $5 ea.  Tad also made us a deal on rooms.

Best wishes for a Blessed
Thanksgiving,
John



Hi Folks,

Well it is that time of year again and we are planning our Christmas Party!  Yeah!   It is scheduled for Friday, Dec. 6th, at
5:00 PM.   It will be held in Olympia at the museum on the airport, and it will be decorated for the Holidays.  Directions
will follow as the date gets nearer, but you can’t miss it.  There will be free parking for anyone who flies in.  Tad has also
made arrangements with the Guest House Inn and Suites (360 943-5066, 1600 74th Ave SW, Tumwater, WA 98501),
which is very close to the airport, for a $72/night rate for our members.  All our members have to do is advise the hotel
they are with our club.  We will arrange transportation to and from the hotel.

Tad Santino has worked very hard so far to put together a great time for us, including a yummy looking catered meal,
and we have budgeted for live music as well.   We will need at least 25 people to pull this off, and our drop dead date is
Friday, Nov. 1st.   So please let us know if you plan to attend ASAP.   Fred Bassett, our treasurer, will again be able to
process payments via pay-pal and we are looking at a price of $60 per couple.  We don’t think we are off by much.
That price will also include wine, beer, and soft drinks, and, hopefully, live music.

Please feel free to invite any guests you might like to introduce to the North West Bonanza Society, or who just want to
have a good time.   Again, please sign up as soon as possible so we can begin to get a head count.   You can contact
Fred Bassett, our treasurer at:     fbassett@sprynet.com; or me at:   John@foose.org     Either one will get the job done,
and you can use pay pal or send a check.   In fact check tonight and if it sounds good, do it right away.   Those who
have been to our parties in the past know we have surely had a good time.

See you and Regards,

 John Foose



Note: This report has been edited for brevity. It is for educational purposes only and is not intended as a criticism of the pilot involved.

On July 18, 2013, about 1000 eastern daylight time, a Beech 23, was substantially damaged after a loss of power when
it struck a tree and terrain shortly after takeoff from Suburban Airport (W18), Laurel, Maryland. The private pilot was
seriously injured. Visual meteorological conditions prevailed, for the personal flight destined for Gettysburg Regional
Airport (W05), Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.

According to the pilot the purpose of the flight was to deliver the airplane to its new owner who had purchased the
airplane from him in September of 2012.

On the morning of the accident, the pilot awoke about 0830, and left for the airport. He arrived at W18 at
approximately 0910. He then preflighted the airplane and visually checked the fuel. It was full of fuel as he had topped it
off two days before, and “everything was normal”. He selected the left tank before taxi, and prior to departure did an
engine runup checking the engine for about 15 minutes. He did a “mag and mag drop” check and a “carb heat drop”
check during the run-up and “both were normal”.

Prior to departure he selected “one notch of flaps”, and proceeded to takeoff from runway 03. Everything was normal
until the airplane was over the end of the runway at approximately 250 feet when the engine suddenly lost power. The
pilot switched tanks, and turned on the boost pump in an attempt to get the engine to run without result. He then
maneuvered to the left, and then to the right. The last thing he remembered was seeing a gray house.

Post accident examination of the accident site revealed that the airplane had come to rest approximately a ½ mile from
the departure end of runway 03. It initially made contact with a 40 foot tall pine tree, striking the tree approximately 24
feet above the base of the tree and fracturing the upper portion of the tree into two sections. The airplane then struck the
northwest corner of a house separating the right wing from its mounting location. The airplane then continued forward
approximately 70 feet, struck the west side of another house located across the street from the initial impact point with
the tree, fracturing the fuselage just aft of the baggage door, and then coming to rest against the north side of the
residence with the left wing penetrating the front of the house.

Examination of the wreckage did not reveal any preimpact malfunctions of the airplane or flight controls. Further
examination of the wreckage however revealed that a red piece of cloth was visible inside the right cowling inlet. Further
examination of the cloth revealed that it was the cloth jacketing from a foam filled cowl plug and that it along with the
foam insert were protruding from, and blocking, the engine air intake. The engine compartment also contained the
remains of bird’s nests, and bird excrement, and during examination of the carburetor it was discovered that the venturi
of the carburetor contained a golf ball sized wasp’s nest that was partially blocking the carburetor air inlet.

NTSB Report of Interest: Preflight

submitted by Tad Santino



This article continues as part of the rolling parts of our airplanes, the wheels.
Airplane wheel bearings are very simple and are very much like automobile
wheel bearings of old. The axle on aircraft landing gear struts are basically
hollow tubes that are threaded on the end to accept a very large castellated
nut much the same as automobile axles.  You must get the weight off of the
wheel you are working on first, of course, you fortunate owners who have
retractable wheels, your airplane will be on jacks so you have access to all
three wheels without having to lift one at a time with a floor jack like us fixed
gear owners.

Make sure to buy three new cotter pins before you even start to work on the
wheels. The wheel can not be removed without removing the brake caliper
and separating the pad carriers, so be sure to take those off first. Take off any hub covering plates to access the nut for holding the
wheel onto the axle and remove the big cotter pin using duckbill or needle nose pliers.  Please do not try to reuse these cotter pins,
they will cause you hours of frustration trying to get a bent pin back into the small holes in the nut and axle. The nut may be a bit
tight so use a large wrench or channelocks to loosen it but try not to chew up the nut, it should only need a slight coaxing to loosen
it.

After removing the nut slide the wheel off of the axle. Lay out a rag or towels to put each piece on so you are sure they go back
exactly as they come off, many of the pieces look exactly the same but may be of different sizes. The bearings and all the pieces that
hold them into place are secured by a thin snap ring with a tapered end that you can slide a flat blade screwdriver under to slip it out
of the slot on the wheel.  Be sure to keep track of how each piece comes off the axle, it is important that they go back in the same
place. After sliding all the pieces off of one side, turn the wheel over and do the same on the other side.

Clean all the pieces in a small container with solvent and either blow them dry with air or just set them out on a towel to dry.  Clean the
inside of the wheel with a rag soaked in solvent.  Look very closely at the bearing cages and the rollers themselves to check for any
pitting.  The bearing race that stays in the wheel is a good indication of wheel bearing problems or wear, be sure to check those
carefully for pitting or signs of unusual wear. They should be very shinny almost like chrome.  After everything is clean and dry, coat
the bearing races with a coat of wheel bearing grease—most mechanics get theirs from aviation supply places but many owners just
use a good automotive grease.  You can use a bearing loading tool but I just use the palm of my hand to load the grease into the
bearing cages themselves.  Be liberal with the grease but the entire axle does not have to be filled like I have seen on some airplanes.
The bearing holders have a felt piece on them so be sure it is dried of solvent or else it will dilute the grease.

Reassemble the washers and bearing holders exactly as they came off and then put a thin coat of grease on the axle and slide the
wheel back on.  There is sometimes a spacer on the inside of the axle, be sure it is in the same place as when you removed the wheel—
it is important to the alignment of the brakes and where the nut ends up on the outside.  Tighten the nut down snug but not too tight,
the wheel should roll smoothly. Back the nut off just enough to align the hole in the axle with one of the castles on the nut.  The cotter
pin may have to be bent a bit to get it into the hole but do not let the two pieces separate by much or else you will never get it into the
hole.  When you bend the cotter pin ends, be sure they do not contact the sides of the wheel or else they will grind a new slot and
contaminate your grease with aluminum powder.  You can cut the ends if they are too long, just be sure they are not too short.  Be
sure to reinstall the brake calipers and safety the heads of the bolts if they are drilled.  Be sure to make a log book entry if your
bearing repack is not part of an annual inspection or a 100 hour inspection.  Your pilots license number is required if you are doing
this procedure as part of preventative maintenance.  Next time we will discuss relining the brakes.

The rolling parts of our airplanes, the wheels

by Pat Atchison





To our Formation Flying Friends,

We worked around Ma Nature last Saturday and put together what turned out to be a well attended and successful formation Clinic in
Aurora, Oregon. As you know, the plan was to hold the Advanced Formation Clinic in Chehalis, Washington but due to the persistent
fog we decided to change venues at the last minute. The folks (Lisa and Val) at Aurora Aviation couldn’t have been more
accommodating. They offered up the “keys to the kingdom” and gave us the run of the place for the day. As it turns out Chehalis did
not “clear” for the entire day so the decision to head South to Aurora was a good one.

The weather was near perfect and the air was very smooth for the day. Air Boss, Cpt. Jim, orchestrated the various sorties and we
were able to launch 2 ship, 3 ship, and 4 ship flights. All too soon it was time to leave Aurora for the various home bases, some still
shrouded in fog.

Thanks again to all who attended. From the favorable comments that both Jim and I received we should all give some focused thought
to holding additional 1 day clinics from time to time.

The 2014 NW Formation Clinic will be held on June 21st and 22nd, a Saturday and Sunday. We will gather for our “Welcome Banquet”
on Friday evening the 20th at 6:30 PM. Be sure to mark your calendars and plan to attend. As we move a bit closer to this event I will
provide you with additional information. We’re looking forward to another record crowd in 2014.

Blue skies,

Doug Haughton

Jim Posner

Editor’s note: Rich and I were unable to join Doug and Jim for
this advanced clinic. PAE was fogged in for the duration, and is
still such at this writing. We have had, in the past, the pleasure to join in the June NW Formation Clinic. For those who are
interested in flying to AirVenture with the B2Osh mass arrival, this clinic is the best way to get the certification requirements.
The 2013 clinic was attended by the experienced and the unexperienced. We were able on that Sunday to launch a 12 ship
formation. I was in the photo ship piloted by Arreed Barabasz. The entire flight was video taped. It was a greet sight to see.

Stephanie

Formation Flying Clinics


