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Doug Haughton giving his list to Santa, Jim Posner. 
 

First Annual Christmas Party 
Steilacoom, WA – Nearly thirty Northwest Bonanza 
Society members braved the wind, cold, driving rain, 
and in some cases snow to attend our first ever 
Christmas party. The weather folks definitely conspired 
against us with winds clocked just two days before at 
over 100 miles per hour with peak gusts reported at 120 
MPH in places.   

 
There was plenty of food to go around with more than a 
dozen pounds of roast beef and ham left over, not to 
mention the pounds of shrimp and smoked salmon.   

At least one guest was very happy though; Sam has 
been eating very well.  As you may have guessed Sam 
is Eileen & Dale’s faithful mutt. 
 
We all feel very bad about those members who had 
problems with their homes that prevented them from 
coming.  This included trees through roofs, long-term 
power outages, and shingles blown off, just to mention 
a few. 
 
Still, those who were able to make it had a great time 
and it was wonderful to see everyone again.  Hopefully 
next year will be better.  
 

First Beech Parade Scrubbed 
Bremerton, WA – Weather.  That in a nutshell says it 
all.  With a dozen airplanes set to participate the 
weather just wouldn’t cooperate so sponsor Jim 
MacFarlane made the tough (and correct) decision to 
scrub the planned Beech Parade that had been 
scheduled for Saturday, December 23rd. 
 
The parade was originally conceived to honor the 61st 
anniversary of the very first Bonanza flight on Dec 22nd 
1945.  A route had been worked out that would have 
taken participants in the order of the age of their aircraft 
from Bremerton to Everett, then down the Auburn 
Valley over Thun Field, McChord AFB, and Tacoma 
Narrows before returning for a good hot meal and war 
stories back at Bremerton.  
 
The great pilot is one who exercises his judgment skills 
on the ground to keep himself from having to prove his 
good piloting skills in the air when he shouldn’t have 
been there in the first place. 
 
Plans are in the works to combine the 2007 Beech 
Parade and the Christmas party into a single one-day 
event for next year’s celebration.  We’ll solicit your 
ideas as we get closer as to whether you would prefer 
potluck or catered.  Admission for potluck is a hot (or 
cold) dish (hands over mouth); catered about $20.00  



Annual Treasurer’s Report 
 
 Dupont, WA – Treasurer Jim Thrasher reports the 
treasury is in fine shape.  We ended 2006 with sixty 
paid memberships, this after only two and a half months 
as an organization.  
 
Total income in 2006 was $4145.52, which includes 
interest from our savings account.  Disbursements 
through Dec 2006 totaled $817.00.  Total cash in our 
credit union account as of December 31st was 
$3,328.52. 
 
Our income came from membership sales, sale of 
NWBS logo Tee shirts and wings, and savings interest.   
 
Expenses were $717.00 for the custom pins (NWBS 
wings), and $100.00 for the incorporation fees. The 
shirts were donated, as was the wine we have on hand 
for drawing prizes for 2007.   
 
Outlook: We will recoup some of the money for the pin 
outlay but not all of it since we provide two pins as part 
of a life membership package and one pin for each 
annual membership.  Pins are available for $5.00 at 
events or $6.00 by mail. 
 
We have about 40 donated hot-press NWBS logo Tee 
shirts on hand that we’re selling for $5.00 each.  
 
Planned expenditures for 2007 are $1213.10 for our 
new custom embroidered caps.  We should recoup all of 
this and make some 
money on the sale 
of the caps.  None 
will be given away; 
all will be sold.  We 
plan to sell the caps 
for $15.00 each. 
I’ve seen the 
prototype and they 
are absolutely top 
quality caps.  We 
ordered 145 caps 
split about 50-50 
between khaki and 
black.  They look absolutely superb with the NWBS 
logo prominently displayed.  
 

Northwest Aviation Conference 
 
Puyallup, WA – The 24th annual Northwest Aviation 
Conference & Tradeshow will be held at the Puyallup 
Fairgrounds on February 23rd and 24th. 
    
This event, along with the EAA fly-in at Arlington, is 
pretty much the premier aviation event in western 
Washington, certainly during the dreary winter months. 
 
This year the Northwest Bonanza Society will have a 
booth, thanks to the generosity of Spencer Aircraft.  
They have 8 display units and have kindly provided a 
free table on the end of their display for our use. 
 
We are asking for volunteers to help us staff the display 
booth and answer people’s questions about the NWBS.  
All you have to do is answer their questions to the best 
of your ability or get their email or phone number if 
they ask something you don’t quite know about.  Most 
importantly, just share your good times flying 
Beechcraft and any other war stories people may want 
to talk about.  After all, what we’re really selling when 
we’re talking about the Northwest Bonanza Society is 
the ability to share good times with people just like you.   
 
Contact Jim MacFarlane (jimm@northwestbonanza.org) 
to volunteer.  Just one or two hours of your time 
maximum would be appreciated.  

Northwest Bonanza Society (www.northwestbonanza.org) 
7843 Old Hwy 99 SE, Hangar M-6 
Olympia, WA 98501 

NOTE THE NEW MAILING ADDRESS! 
President:  
Dale Hemman dale@northwestbonanza.org 
Vice President: 
Jim MacFarlane jimm@northwestbonanza.org 
Secretary: 
Doug Haughton haughton@northwestbonanza.org 
Treasurer:  
Jim Thrasher jthrashr@northwestbonanza.org 
Directors: 
Chep Gauntt beechday@northwestbonanza.org 
Frank Lloyd flloyd@northwestbonanza.org 
John Foose foosejl@northwestbonanza.org 
Webmaster: 
Jim MacFarlane jimm@northwestbonanza.org 



 
Formation Flying Clinic 

Olympia, WA - The 
Northwest Bonanza Society 
will host the only formation-
flying clinic scheduled for 
the state of Washington in 
2007. 
 
Organized by Jim Posner, the event will be taught under 
the auspices of Bonanzas to Oshkosh, commonly 
known as b2osh.  Anyone who wishes to participate in 
the formation flight to Oshkosh must attend one of 
these events. 
 
According to Jim, “We will be doing basic 
familiarization as well as carving out time to do more 
advanced work for those who want to get in some 
practice.  Mark Merrill will be here and can conduct 
FFI check rides if we get in the necessary practice and 
one of the FFI leads will recommend. ” 
 
Check the B2OSH web site (http://b2osh.org) for more 
details as they are worked out and posted.  Click on the 
Washington regional training session.  Contact Jim 
captainjim@northwestbonanza.org to sign up.  
 
 

Victoria BC/Butchart Gardens 
The big fly-in to Victoria 
BC and the Butchart 
Gardens is coming up in 
mid April.  It sounds like a 
long time away but for a 
couple of reasons it actually 
isn’t. 
 
The first reason why now is the time to start planning is 
because as of January 23rd, if you’re entering the United 
States by air you must have a valid passport.  This 
process takes a few weeks so now is the time to get 
started if you don’t have a passport.  Go to 
http://www.customs.ustreas.gov for more information 
about how to obtain a passport. 
 
You’ll also need to get a Customs sticker for your 
airplane for the return trip back to the states.  It’s good 
for one year and you can get it on line at 

https://tradelinks4.mellon.com/cbp/Dispatcher. It takes 
about two days to get it in the mail after completing the 
online application. 
 
Our itinerary has us 
arriving at Victoria in time 
to clear Canadian Customs 
before noon. An arrival 
time of about 11:00, give or 
take a half hour should 
work fine.  Join us for 
lunch for lunch at the Victoria Flying Club and 
afterward we’ll board our double-decker bus in front of 
the VFC to depart at 13:00.  We’ll arrive at the Gardens 
about a half hour later and we’ll have a couple of hours 
to wander through the grounds before returning to the 
airport.  We’ll then fly to Jefferson County Airport to 
clear US Customs and treat ourselves to dinner together 
before going our merry way. 
 
I’ve ordered a double-decker bus to take us from the 
airport to the Butchart Gardens, wait for us, and return 
us to the airport so I will need to know that we have 
enough people going to justify the bus.   
 
The cost is $45.00 per person including park admission 
and bus fare.  Because of the bus commitment, advance 
payment will be required.  If you plan to attend please 
let Dale Hemman know as early as possible 
dale@northwestbonanza.org.  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Feb 24 & 25 -Northwest Aviation Conference 
& Trade Show 
 
Mar 17 & 18th– Formation Flying Clinic 
 
Apr 14 – Victoria Fly-out & Butchart 
Gardens 
 
May 19 – McMinnville/Evergreen Museum 
Fly-In, See the Spruce Goose 

 
Jun 2 – Beechday; Kennewick Fly-In 
 
Jul 7 – Nehalem Bay Fly-In & picnic 
 
July 14 - Northwest EAA Group Fly-In


