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How many pilots does it take to check an alternator? 
 

Formation Flying Clinic  
Olympia, WA – History was made March 17th & 18th 
when the NWBS became the first regional Bonanza 
society ever to host a formation flying clinic under the 
auspices of B2OSH.  Twenty-four pilots, seventeen 
Bonanzas, and one Baron gathered at the Olympia 
Regional Airport on Friday evening in anticipation of 
an exciting weekend of flying together closer than most 
had ever been before. 
 
The event began with ground classes and progressed to 
two-ship formation flying. Even though the weather 
was marginal at times, the participants who had come 
from BC, WA, OR, and CA were able to fly several 
sorties and gain valuable experience, laying the 
foundation for a solid formation flying program in the 
future.   

 
Event host Jim Posner was very pleased with the 
turnout even though he would have liked to have gotten 
in a bit more flying before sending everybody home. 

 
 
While formation flying isn’t everyone’s cup of tea, 
many find it very rewarding because of its demanding 
nature and the fact that you get instant feedback from 
your fellow pilots.  It’s definitely a team sport and for 
many its the highest form of camaraderie. 

Of course what’s a good flying weekend without good 
food and drink? Participants chowed down the first 
night at the Falls Terrace Restaurant, then fine Italian 
chicken pasta for lunch at the Volare Restaurant 
Saturday, followed by an outstanding Mexican dinner at 
the nearby El Sarape.  Bringing things full circle 
everyone was treated to good old hoagie sandwiches for 
lunch on Sunday during the classes at the Olympic 
Flight Museum.   

Next year promises to be even better based on what we 
learned this year.  Plan now to join us.  



Coolest Christmas Gift Ever  
Olympia, WA – Have you ever dreamed of sitting 
behind the controls of a military jet aircraft?   

 
How about a sexy P-51?  Maybe a Corsair is what turns 
your crank, or how about a Cobra attack helicopter? 
 
Neat dreams but not likely at this stage of your life 
right?  Well hang on a minute because wow have we 
got a deal for you!  The Northwest Bonanza Society has 
partnered up with the Olympic Air Museum to provide 
at least one lucky member with the ride of a lifetime in 
any of the combat aircraft the museum owns.   
 
Here’s how it works:  We’re starting a raffle with 
chances selling for just $10.00 each.  Send a  $10.00 
check (or more for more chances) and we’ll put the 
number of tickets you bought in the hopper.  Go to the 
museum’s website (www.olympicflightmuseum.com), 
to dream about which of their ten flying Warbirds you 
would like to roll around the sky with.  We’ll draw a 
lucky winner at our Christmas party, and all you’ll have 
to do is set the date with the museum. 
 
Even better, if we sell at least 150 tickets we’ll draw for 
two rides! Make your checks payable to NWBS raffle 
and send them to Northwest Bonanza Society, 7843 Old 
Hwy 99 SE, Hangar 6, Olympia, WA 98501.  Lucky 
winning member need not be present to win.  
 

More Exciting Ideas 
We’re working on some really neat ideas for the 
upcoming months.  In fact we have so many we may 
have to put some off until next year.   The first idea is a 
pig roast in the early Fall, probably the mid-September 
to early October time frame.  If you would like to host 
the event let me know (dale@northwestbonanza.org). It 
would be great to have someone host it in eastern 

Washington or Oregon.  If nobody steps up I’ll put it 
together n Olympia. 
 
Another idea we’re working on is to set up an Aviation 
Scouts day where we would provide orientation rides to 
Boy or Girl Scouts interested in flying.  I would like to 
see someone from each of our regions coordinate with 
Scout councils from their area so we could have either a 
single day or multiple days where NWBS members 
could introduce a future generation of fliers to the 
rewards of aviation.  Of course if their first ride is in a 
Beechcraft they’ll never quit until they own one too. 
 
In the meanwhile, here’s what we have on tap for April, 
May & June. 
 
Saturday, April 14 2007: Butchart Gardens Tour 
Fly-in to Victoria BC.  Join us for lunch at the Victoria 
Flying Club then a double-decker bus ride to the 
Butchart Gardens.  The cost is $45.00 per person. A 
few spaces still available. dale@northwestbonanza.org  
 
Sat, May 19 2007: Paine Field Fly-in & Taste of Mukilteo 
Everett, WA – Fly to PAE to for this informal get-
together and fly-in.  See static aircraft displays, eat 
pancakes, have a great lunch at the Taste of Mukilteo, 
watch our NWBS BeechBoys fly over and visit our 
own display tent.  Host Stephanie Allen 
red.skyhawk@gte.net 
 
Saturday, May 26 2007: Museum Tour McMinnville 
McMinnville, OR – Join us at MMV and visit the 
Spruce Goose at the Evergreen Museum. Join the fun. 
Host Kim Gaunt kimgauntt@northwestbonanza.org  
 
Saturday, June 2 2007: BEECHDAY Kennewick, WA 
Whatever you do don’t miss this one! The third annual 
BEECHDAYS features seminars, hangar talk, lots of 
Beechcraft, tons of food, great pilots like yourself, and 
it’s free!!!  
 
Some of the seminars include  Corrosion & your 
Beechcraft,  Lubricants, and  Flying from an 
uncontrolled airport near a controlled airport. The ABS 
will host its quarterly directors meeting there and we’re 
working on a session with ABS president Jon Luy. 
 
Get to the Vista Airport (S98) in Kennewick the first 
Saturday of June if you have to walk!  Hosted by the 
Gauntt family.Beechday@northwestbonanza.org  



Saturday, June 16 2007: Sun Valley ID 
Help celebrate the airport’s 75th anniversary.  Food, 
music, antiques, and Warbirds 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM.  
Host Bruce Augustus augustus@northwestbonanza.org  
 
Saturday, June 23rd (Sunday June 24th optional); 
Okanogan Valley Wine Tour 
 
Oliver BC (CAU3) is where you have to be if you’re a 
Beechnut and a wine aficionado. We’ll visit six 
wineries before dinner.  Stay overnight with us and 
have Sunday brunch.  We have 10 rooms blocked out. 
Host Rick Johnson.  v-beech@northwestbonanza.org  
 
Preventative Maintenance 
-Chuck Griger, A&P, IA, ATP, 737 Series, CFII – 
 

Well, spring is finally here 
and summer is just around 

the corner. Time to brush 
off the cobwebs, kick the 
tires, and get ready for the 
nice weather and the 

Pacific Northwest flying 
season. Suppose while 

kicking the tires you notice one of 
your tires is low and has some cord showing! Can you, 
the owner of this aircraft, legally change that tire?  
 
Lets first take a look at the regulations (FAR’S) to see 
if this would be a legal repair. Section 43.3 (g) says: 
The holder of a pilot certificate issued under Part 61 
may perform PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE on any 
aircraft owned or operated by that pilot which is not 
used under Part 121,129, or 135.  
 
Now that we established that you are legal to perform 
preventive maintenance, is the tire change on the list? 
Appendix A to part 43 (c) Preventive maintenance item 
(1) says: Removal, installation, and repair of landing 
gear tires. Great it’s on the list. Take a look because 
there are 32 items listed that the FAA classifies as 
preventive maintenance.  
 
Now that you know you are legal to perform the tire 
change make sure you have some background for this 
task, either from past experience or help from fellow 
pilots or mechanics.  You will need the proper manuals, 
tools, and equipment and then you are ready to tackle 
this job. Remember that the red dot on the tire gets 
lined up with the white stripe on the tube. If there is no 

white strip then you align it with the valve stem. This is 
also a good time to repack the wheel bearings with 
grease.  
 
When you’re finished with the work there is one more 
thing that is required! FAR 91.417 (1),(i),(ii),(iii) 
basically states that you must make a log book entry of 
the work accomplished. You need to include a 
description of the work and reference to the approved 
data, date, signature, and certificate number, just like a 
mechanic would do. Now you’re off and rolling.  
 
Editor’s note: The author has been an A&P with an IA 
since the early 70”s. He’s owned an FBO and an engine 
rebuilding machine shop and currently is a captain for 
Alaska Airlines. You can email him at 
ChuckGrig@northwestbonanza.org.  

 
Reflections From A Bonanza Instructor 

-George Luck, CFII, BPPP Instructor- 
 
 After over ten years of instructing for the ABS’s BPPP 
and instructing Bonanza pilots in the Great Northwest, I 
have had a chance to fly in many magnificent Bonanzas 
and with a superb group of pilots.  So, if you’ll permit 
me, I will share a few observations with you.  I’ll take 
you through a flight profile – not unlike what you 
would see on a Flight Review.   
 
The examples and speeds given in this article are for the 
F33A Bonanza – you will need to develop your own for 



your type of Bonanza.  This article is part one of several 
parts due to the limitations of space in our newsletter. 
This installment will take you through the taxi phase.  
Future parts will go through the climb phase and then 
we’ll complete the flight profile in future issues. 
 
Preflight Inspection – start engine – taxi: During 
preflight, be absolutely certain of how much fuel 
quantity you have on board – especially if you are 
departing with partially filled tanks.  Do not depend 
only upon the float gauges.  If the quantity is in 
question, then service the fuel to a known level like the 
“tabs” or “slots.”  I use a simple wooden dipstick in my 
H35.  During the walk around inspection, check to see 
that fuel caps, oil cap, dipstick and access door, engine 
cowl doors, fuel drain door, tip tank service doors and 
baggage compartment door are secured.  
 
After boarding, check to see that the rear windows are 
secured and close and lock the entry door.  When you 
turn on the battery power, check to see that the turn 
coordinator is running.  Don’t depend only upon the 
off-flag being out of view – it only indicates that the 
instrument is receiving power. 
 
If you are going to do a hot engine start, purge the 
injector system of air first, by opening the throttle, 
closing the mixture and running the fuel boost pump for 
a few seconds until the “gurgling” sound changes to a 
steady whine.  Then open the mixture and crack the 
throttle and prime with the boost pump as you normally 
would; next you should immediately start the engine.  
While you are cranking with the starter, slowly advance 

the throttle, but be prepared to immediately retard the 
throttle when the engine fires. 
 
During taxi, check the response of the nose wheel 
steering and brakes prior to aiming toward anything 
expensive, and be sure to observe the performance of 
the gyros and the slip/skid indicator – you can’t 
properly check these items when you are parked.  When 
you park for your engine run-up, check that the nose 
wheel is pointed straight ahead prior to stopping.  
 
Editor’s note:  George Luck has long been a valuable 
member of the Beechcraft community.  He began 
instructing while he was an active duty USAF B-52 
pilot where he spent his off hours at, where else, the 
flying club.  George has written numerous articles for 
WBS and other magazines.  This article is reprinted 
with his permission from an earlier WBS series. Email 
him at George-CarolynLuck@northwestbonanza.org  
 

NWBS members who have businesses, especially 
those that are aviation oriented: Submit your special 
deals for members only and we’ll publish them, 
space permitting.  
 
Would you like to share photos of your Beechcraft with 
the other members?  Send a couple of your best shots in 
JPG format to dale@northwestbonanza.org along with 
any information you’d like to share and, space 
permitting, we’ll make you famous!  
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